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Hoted, 


” 


CLaRk, for his Sermon preached before the 
Convention this Day: And that it is agreable to the 
Convention that ſaid Sermon be made Public. 


Atteſt. Ebenr. Turell, Scriba. 
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Advertiſement. 


HE Reader is deſired to take Notice, that the ſeveral Paragraphs 
and Paſſages in the enſuing Sermon, which are diſtinguiſhed by 
Crotchets, are ſuch as had been prepared, but for Brevities ſake 

were either wholly omitted, or the Heads but brieffy touch'd in the 
Delivery of the Sermon; but in this Publication of it *tis tho't proper 
they ſhould be inſerted with their Enlargements, to render the Diſcourſe 


more entire and better connected; and for this Reaſon tis hop'd they 
will not be unacceptable to the Readers. „ 
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Rouaxs III. 1, 2. 


W hat Advantage then hath the Few ? Or what Profit 4 bene of 
Circumciſion? Much every May: Chiefly becauſe that. unto them. 
were committed the. Oracles of God: 


s i is not without a proper Concern dt Thanh 
1123 Reverend Fathers and Brethren, that L 
> have undertaken the Office afſigy'd me this Day 

2 75 (thoꝰ the leaſt worthy of your Number or Order) 
= of being as the. Mouth of GOD to thoſe, whom 

hae hath appointed by their ſtated Office,, to be 
Dic bs Mouth unto his People; fol truſt it has been 


ed and is my firſt ad Ain ( anti 
approve myſelf to Him that trieth the Heart, and to ſpeak: as his 
Oracles ſhall direct and warrant ; Next to this, I ſhall. be ambitious 
of nothing more than doing the Part of a faithful Monitor, by ſtirriug up” 
your pure Minds in way f Remembrance. And the Words I have now 
read, I conceive to be pertinent and uſeful. to this Purpoſe, as they 


may furniſh out to us Matter of ſeaſonable Reflections on thisOocaſion. 


My Deſign in Diſcourſing on them being to tepreſent: che great Ad- 
vantage enjoyed by a People, in A the: Oracles of GO commit 
ted to them ; and the great Obligations. lying, on the. Miniſters of 
Religion (and on us as ſuch), who are in a. peculiar Manner conſtituted 


che Truſtees: of: theſe: Gon Oracles, to- approve- themſelves — 
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Nutien, kis Religion and Law, which he might 
ren bath the Jew ? Hlath the Jew no ſing 
gative above the uncircumciſed Gentiles? To what Purpoſe then are 
thoſe magnificent | 
Nation, as the Seed of -Adrabam the Tpecial Friend and Favourite of 
4th&®AzmIonTY, a People near to GOD, and in Covenant with Him, a 
Kenedom of Prieſts an holy Nation, and a peculiar Treafure above all Peo- 
ple of the Earth ? 
not Circumciſion an Ordinance of GOD, and a Token or Seal of the 

Covenant between Him and Abraham's Seed ? But to What Purpoſe is 
* it ? What Advantage acrues by it, if Jews and Gentiles, the Circum- 

eiſion and the Uncircumciſion, ſtand ſo much upon 4 Level before 
60, and are equally 


J 
1 
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Faithful Stewards and Difpenſers of them, and carefully to watch 
and-relafy againft every Thing m Doctrine or Practice, that tends to 
5 nd their Authority, or to derogate from their Dignity and Per- 
* | ; 
To give ſome brief Illuſtration of the Coherence and Senſe of the 
Words, let me obſerve, That the Apoſtle in the Courſe of his Argu- 
ment, to convince the Jews of their being obnoxious to the righteous 
Judgment of GOD, equally with theGentiles, by reaſon of their moral 
Tranſgreſſions, having ſpoken ſomewhat contemptibly of their external 


| Privileges, in Companion of, and abſtracted from, inward vitalReligion, 


(which ſhould correſpond thereunto, and without which they were of 
no Weight, as to the Purpoſe of their being accepted of GOD ) in the 


concluding Words of the forggoingChapter, For he is not a Few which 


2s one outwardly, neither is that Circumciſion, which is outward in the 


Fi: But he is a Few which is one inwardly, and Circumciſion is that 
of the Heart in the Spirit and not in the Letter, whoſe Praiſe is not of 


Men, butof GOD: 2 Iſay, ſpoken thus diminutively of the Jew- 


h Frofeſſion & Cireumciſſon in a comparative Conſideration, left he 
mould be miſunderſtood as caſting a Shght on any Divine Inſtitution 


or Form of Religion, as ſuch, he takes care to explain hümſelf in the 
Beginning of this Chapter, by replying to an Objection. 

I. We have the-Objeftion propounded, which might reaſonably 
ted from the Mouth of a Jew, zealous for the Honour of his 
| think too much vilified 
y \thef\poltle's foregoing Diſcourſe. ¶ hat Advantage 
ular Advantage or Prero- 


re beſtows on the Jewiſh 


ificent Elegies which the Scriptu 


And, W hat Profit is there of Circumciſion ? Was 


liable to his condemning Juftice ? 
2. The Apoſtle anfwers this Objection by Way of Conceſſion, Firſt, 


"more generally, Much every Way. Secondly, more ſpecially, Chieffy 
” becauſe that unto them' were committed the Oracles of GOD. 


Firſts 


tc Ld ww £44 Sw nd An. a oO. ah 8 Wann 


90. erer nth ome a 


4 7 2 more generally, Much every Way: He is free to acknowledge 
that the Jews, in Regard of their Church-Privileges, had far greater 
Advantages than the Gentiles, both for Improvements in Piety and 
further Attainment of the Favour of GOD, and everlaſting Happineſs: 
Though theſe alone would not avail them to that Purpoſe. GD will 
not accept a Jew. to fpecial Fayour, meerly becauſe he is a Jew, and 
hath a Form of Knowledge in the Law, or becauſe he is Circumciſed 
in the Fleſh,, unleſs he be inwardly and really, that which his Profeſſion 
obliges him to be, circumciſed in Heart and ſanctified unto Obedience. 
Nevertheleſs, the Apoſtle is far from throwing Contempt on theſe 
external Jewiſh Privileges,. he allows they were on the Account of 
em a People ſignally favour'd of GOD, and had every Way the Ad- 
vantage of the Gentiles.. They were prepar'd by the previous Motives 
of GOD's Will in the Predictions of the Prophets to entertain the 
REDEEMER at his coming, and privileged with the firſt Offer of His 
ſaving Benefits, ſo that Acceſs to the Grace of the Goſpel was made 
more eaſy to them than to the Gentiles, and they were more abundantly 
furniſhed with Means and Helps to make them Religious and Happy, 
which the poor Gentiles wanted, for Salvation is of the Fewws:. Thaw 


fore he grants that the Jews had the Prerogative,. and that there was 


Profit in Circumciſion: (as it was a diſtinguiſhing Token of their Rela- 
tion to GOD as his confederate People) and that much every Way. 
Hence, by the way, We may receive this uſeful Inſtruction, That 
tho the Forms of Religion among a, profelhng,People,... without: the 
Life and Power. of it, will avail nothing to Salvation, yet theſe out- 
ward Forms are by no Means, for that Reaſon, to be ſlightedt and 
undervalued.. The Scriptures, Miniſtry, Sacraments, a viſible: Pro- 
feſſion, Church-Order and Fellowſhip belong to the | outward Form 


of Religion, and of themſelves will intitle no Man to GON'sgracious 


Acceptance, any more than Circumciſion. of old. Of hat Praſit i 
Advantage then are they to a People? Truly, much ewery Ways, - 
and we cannot be ſufficiently thankful to GOD for them, as they are 
His inſtituted Means of introducing, maintaining and ręvi the 
Power of Religion; and it is great Impiety and I E 
for any, under Pretence of being more ſpiritual m Religi neglett 
or to think or ſpeak ſlightly of theſe outward Forms.) 
Let me further obſerve, This Conceſſion of the Apoſtle reiers tothe 


Jews while they were a People in Covenant with GOD, and while- the 
Ordinance of Circumciſion ſtood in force ; for ſince the Coming and 
Death of Car1ST;, which has 3 End to all. the Ordinances 1 
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Law, Judaiſm! and Cireumciſion are become not only un rofitable 
but noxious and detrimental to true Ohriſtianity, AS: the Apoſ 


le every 
here in his Epiſtles declares. 

"Secondly, More ſpecially, he inſtances in one eminent Privilege of 
the Tewiſh Church, Chiefly becauſe that unto them were committed the 
;Oracles of GOD. © Obſerve we here, 

1. The Privilege inſtanced in, is, That the, Jews had the'Oractes of 
60D, : 4, e the ſacred Scriptures of the Old-Teſtament, committed to 
ibem. 


2 . The Eminency of this Privilege declared; he mentions it as their 


chief Advantage: Chieſy, ago, firſt, not firſt in order of Reckon- 
for ke mention no more in the following Verſes, but in order of 
Dignity and Value, that is, the chief or principal: He reckons it the 
chief or moſt eminent among: the Prerogatives of the Jewiſh Nation, 
that they had the Oracles of GOD committed to them. This being the 
main Subject of my intended Diſcourſe, I ſhall endeavour more telly 
* Wuſtrate it under this en Propoſition, O12. 
Lis 2100; , 
Tha it ĩs a di nen bing Favour of GOD to a People, and 4 br 17 
Je valued by them as their chief Advantage and Prerogative, that 
> "BBY have the Oracles of GOD- committed to em. 


In ſpeaking to chis P6int, 1 ſhall ehdexvour' to open theſe ſeveral 
Made e and t0 ſhew, I. What is meant by the Oracles of GOD. 
H. What by their being committed. III. To whom they are committed. 
TV; That it is the chief Advantage and Prerogative of a People, or 
of the viſible Church of GOD, ae they hays theſe Nivi ne Oracles 
committed to them. | 


. Lam to-ſhew what is Kar be Or deles af C0 The Word 


or Voice of Gd, In che Old-Teſtament it is 


ſignifies, the 
uſed Merorymically for the Holyeſt Place in the Tabernacle, and af- 


zerwards in the Temple termed ibe Orucle, in which were the Ark, the 


Mercy Seat, and the Cherubims with their Wings ſtretched out upon 
4 > Where GOD: promiſed Moſes to meet and commune with him of 


all>Phings, rohich He fhould give in CH m andment to the Children of 
Iſrael! *. And whence: Moſer, when he dent into the Tabernacle, is ſaĩd 
70 hear the Voice of one Speaking to him. Hence alſo, the Reſpon- 


e, gwen to che High-Prieft when be aft Counſel by the Urim and 


— ä—— —— 
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High- Prieſt, in which were the Urim and Thummim, is rendred by 
the Greek Interpreters, a4y, the Word here uſed in the Plural. 
But though this was a great Honour and Prixilege vouchſated 
to the 1/raelitihh Nation till the full Settlement of their State un- 


. 6 ler COD, a7 pony dt  dndt ar ot Donun 
Thummin, are. uy term'd Oracles 1 and- the Breaſt-plate -of the 


der Dadid and Solomon; ſince which Time, there is ſcarce any 


Thing ſaid of it: Let the Oracles of GOD in our Text, are not to 


be underſtood in ſuch a reſtrained Senſe, but as Comprehenſive of 


every Word of GOD deliver'd unto Men, in what Way or Manner 
ſoever it be deliver'd, whether by Voice, Viſions, Dreams, or Pro- 
pheſy. For GOD ſpake as at ſundry Times, ſo:in divers Manners s 
the Fathers by the Prophets *. And therefore the Oracles of GOD here 

ſaid to be deliver'd to the Jewiſh Church, muft intend the whole ſa- 
cred Scriptures of the Old Teſtament, as Interpreters generally agree; 
and particularly the Law of Moſes, who (as Stephen faith) was in 468" 


Church of Iſrael in the Wilderneſs and received \the lively 'Oracles, or 
the Oracles from the Voice of the living GOD, * unto them... * 


And ſome fuppoſe (not without probable Ground, from the following 
Verſes of the Chapter) that the Apoſtle might peculiarly. have in hi 
Eye, the Promiſes and . Predictions of the Meſſias, which occur. in 


the Writings of the Prophets, which were in the  Cuſtody...of the, 


Jews. And the Holy Scriptures of the New-Teſtament, are no leſs; 
the Oracles of GOD than thoſe of the Old; and are fo, term'd (if, 


ſome good Interpreters miſtake not) in two Places, namely, Zeb. g- 


12. Where the'inſpired Writer of this Epiſtle, reproying the Chri- 
ſtian Hebrews for their non-proficiency in the, DoGtine- of. CHRIS T. 
tells them they had need to be taught the firſt Principles. of the Oracles 
of GOD ie. the chief Heads of the Chriſtian. Doctrine: And 
the Apoſtle Peter gives that Direction, which-in a ſpecial Manner 
concerns the authorized Teachers in the Church, 1. Fet. 4.1, {f- 


any Man ſpeak, let him {peak ns the Oracles of. GOD. At leaſt the 
Thing intended by this Term is without all Doubt; applicable to the. 
Chriſtian Doctrine in the ſacred Records f the New-Teſtament.... 
Cunts the Son of GOD is now the great Oracle, to Chriſtians, by. 
whom the Father hath in theſe Taft Days, ſpoken tou „ and given.us 
the cleareſt, and fulleſt Diſcovery of his Nature and Will; and eo - 
manded us by a Voice from the Excellent Glory on the Mount, 1 
bear his Beloved Son , neither Moſes, nor the Prophets were ſo well. 
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A'Heb. 1. 1. e Act 7. 38. f Heb. 1. 2. g Matth. 17. 5. | 
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bbc to give forth a Reyclation from GOD as the only begotten 
Son, who had ſeen his Face (as they never did) and lay in his Boſom. 
No Man hath ſeen GOD at any Time (faith the Evangeliſt ) the only 
begotten Son, robo 1s in the Boſom of the Father he hath declared him. 
And his Doctrine was committed to Writing by holy Men of GOD, 
*& the holy Apaſtles. and Evangeliſts, under the infallible Guidance and 
# Tnflnence cf the Holy Spirit. Mp EIU * 
I The Oracles of GOD then, (the Subject of our preſent Enquiry): 
are no other than the ſacred Scriptures of both Teſtaments, as they 
cContain a Revelation from GOD to the Children of Men: And Conſi- 
| deration'of the Holy-Scriptures, as the Oracles of GOD, beſpeaks the 
{ - higheſt Reverence and Eſteem of them, and leads us to take a View 
of thoſe eminent Properties, which. agree to them, as ſuch, and 
ſerve highly to recommend them to our ard: Such, as their Ex- 
© cellency, their Perfpicuity, their Infallibility, their Authority, and their 
Perfection or Sufficiency. gre ph ery © 
Ln, Their Excellency and Importance. Things mean and vulgar, 
* are not expected from Oracles, but ſomething great and uncommon,, 
Things that have a Weight and Majeſty in them to command our 
1 Attention: And do not the Holy Scriptures contain Matters of the 
greateſt Weight and Moment? Hath not GOD therein written 1 
us che great Things of bit Law, and Goſpel ? We have Life and 
Dcath therein propounded to us; the eternal Counſels and Tranſacti- 
ons berween GOD the Father and the So concerning our Redemp- 
tion open'd, the Methods of divine Wiſdom and Grace in reducing 
apoſtate Man to his original Subjection and Happineſs by a Media- 


al Recompences clearly exhibited to our View; and what can be 
| of greater Importance to Mankind than theſe, Things? Hath he not 
| written to us excellent Things in Counſels and Knowledge? Here are 
the beſt Maxims of Wiſdom delivered, the choiceſt Inſtructions and 


| our Tempers and Lives in every Relation and Capacity, in order to 
our attaining everlaſting Happineſs, even ſuch as may be juſtly deem-- 
ed worthy of, or becoming the Oracles of Heaven. 
de Clearnels and Pede, which is the peculiae 
i Excellency of the Divine Oracles, in Oppoſition to, or in Compari-- 
ſon of the Cloudineſs and Obſcurity of the Oracles of the Heathen,. 
——— — —kñ 

d Job, 2, 18, i Prov. 22, 29. 8 

| TY TOY, 22, 29. © which 
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. tor unfolded, Life and Immortality bro't to Light, a future State of 
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Counſels, the wiſeſt Rules and Precepts for the Government of 
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which were for the moſt Part delver'd in myſteribous, dark and ambi- 


n 

1. guous Expreſſions, that they might be capable of being apphied to 
ly the . about which they were © confulted, whatſoever rich ; 
b. whereby they often deluded their blind Votaries: Of which there 
,. are many Inſtances that occur inHiſtory. On the contrary, the Oracles 


d. of the true GOD are plain, open, and intelligible. The Anſwers 
he gave (ſeveral Inftances whereof are Recorded in Scriptnre) to thoſe 


aÞ that inquired of him by Urim and Thummin, were all clear, and free 
* from Ambiguities, and double- Meanings, and gave a ſatisfactory 
i- Deciſion to the ſeveral Caſes propounded. GO D hath not ( he de- 
e clares) ſpoken in ſecret in a dark Place of the Earth, nas it ſeems the 
W Pagan Deities affected to deliver their Oracles under a myſterious Se- 
a -crefy ; but the Wiſdom of GOD in the Scripture cries without, openly 
(= - publickly, in the chief Place of Concourſe, to make all Men ſee, and 
ir hear and underſtand ; the Viſion is made plain, that he may run, that 
-readeth it The Words of Wiſdom are all plain to him that unller- 
wr; andetb e. TR | e 
1 Is granted of all, that there are divers myſterious and intricate 
Ir” Puſſages that occur in theſe ſacred Books, eſpecially the Prophecies 
e- © which-the moſt acute Underſtanding is ſcarce able to penetrate into: 
2 Nevertheleſs all Things neceffary to be believed and practiſed in order 
d to Salvation, are intelligible and plain to the meaneſt Capacity, even 
1 to Children and Babes, who are capable of that Knowledge of the Boly 
_= ' $eriptures which is ſufficient to make them wiſe unto Salvation ", And 
8 thus (as one well obſerves) “ In great and heavenly Wiſdom, the 
A <<" Sp181T-of GOD hath thus temper'd his Writings, that they might 
pf neither be ſubject to Contempt thro? their Facility, nor be utterly 
56e * neglected for their Obſcurity ; and that the moſt refined Wits might 
ot there find Exerciſe, and yet the meaneſtCapacity likewiſe be plainly 
re << inſtructed to Salxation?ꝰ The Scriptures, as Divine Oracles, are 
d ſufficiently clear in all the main and neceſſary Points of Faith and Sal- 
df vation, otherwiſe they were not properly a Revelation, nor could 
0 they anſwer the End of a Revelation from GOD, with reſpect to the 
— greateſt Part of Mankind. They are called 2 Light that fhineth in a 
dar Place *. As nothing is more clearer than Light, which evidenceth 
Ta itſelf to the Eye, fo do the Scriptures. to the Reaſon and. Conſcienges 
i- of Men. If in the principal Points they be dark to any tis to ſuch as 
ly. love Darkneſs rather than Light, becauſe their Deeds are Evil: If, in 


k Iſai 45. 19. 1 Prov. 1. 20, 21. Eph. 3. 9. Heb. 2. 2. m Prov. 8. 9. 
n 2 Tim. 3. 16. © 8 Tet. 1. 19. 
Matters 
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Matters leſs principal, there remains ſome Obſcurity (as is confeſs'd.-) 
it is doubtleſs order d with a wiſe Deſign that they might be better 
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ſuited to all, learned and unlearned, wiſe and ſimple; © Pon 
.. Thirdly, Abſolute Certainty and Huifallibility, is another Property 

agrees to the Scriptures as divine Oracles; for if the holy Scriptures are 
no other than the Oracles of GOD (as we profeſs to believe ) it ne- 


geſlarily follows, that whatſoever. they teſtify and declare to us muſt 


. be certainly and infallibly true, upon this indiſputable Principle, that 
whatloever, the GOD. of Truth is pleaſed to reveal and declare to us, 
is abſolutely and infallibly true, and cannot be otherwiſe, for it is im- 


ible for GOD to lie. The Oracles of the Heathen Gods were 


. Vanities and Lies, and (as we have obſerved) often deceived thoſe that 
had recourſe to them.; but the Oracles of the true GOD. have an in- 
fallible Certainty in them, which may be abſolutely depended on, with- 


out fear of being miſled or danger of Error. That hyperbolical Com- 
mendation of the Counſel of Abithophel, that it. was as if a Man had 
enquired at the Oracle of GOD *, (Which ſurely is not meant in reſpect 


of the Purity and Integrity of it, but in reſpect of that natural Wiſdom 
and Sagacity he was endowed with, whereby he had ſuch, an inſight 
into the Relations and Dependencies of Things, as enabled him to give 
ſuch Advice, as ſcarce ever fail'd of Succeſs, whereby he acquir'd the 
Reputation of a wiſe and truſty Counſellour) ſhews the ſuperlative 
Eſteem generally had of GOD for infallible Counſel and Direction. 


The Scriptures coming from the GOD of Truth, as His Oracles, with 


"all the Evidence ſuch a Revelation, is capable of, afford us a ſure and 
unerring Directory in all Parts of our Duty, much more ſatisfactory 


than either a tranſient Voice from Heaven, or a Meſſage from the 
Dead could be. The Scriptures muſt needs be an infallible Rule 


becauſe given forth by the Inſpiration of the infallible Spirit,, and can- 
not poſſibly miſguide us either in Faith or. Practice. They are abſo- 


lutely true in themſelves, and the Standard of all religious Truth, by 


the Help whereof we are directed to judge between Truth and Error. 
©. Fourthly, Another Property of the Scriptures conſider'd as the 

Oracles of GOD, is, their Authority or Power, being given forth from 
Him whoſe Power over us is abſolutely Supream, and challenges the 
unlimited Subjection of our Souls and Conſciences. It is no leſs 
than the Voice of GOD that ſpeaks. in the Scriptures to the Children 


of Men, and that ſpeaks to them from Heaven, which Voice once ſbook 
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theEarth, and will yet again ſhake not theEarth only, but alſo Heaven, * . 
unto which all Creatures in Heaven and Earth ought to pay a reverent 
Submiſſion, Lo ! he doth ſend out his Voice, and that a migbiyl oice 
If the Word of a Superiour, the Word of a King, carry Authority 
with it; if (as Solomon ſaith * ) where the Ward if a King is, there 1s 
Power, to ſupport his Authority and enforce the Obfervance of it, 
how much more Authority muſt we acknowledge in the Word of the 
Supream Majeſty of Heaven and Earth? The Scriptures are called 
the Word of the Kingdom ". They are not to be regarded meerly as 
containing Matters of Advice or Counſel, but as the Dictates and Laws 
of an Almighty Sovereign, that have a binding Authority on the Con- 
ſcience. Our Underſtandings muſt humbly ſubmit to the Truths, our 
Wills to the Precepts of this Word of the Kingdom; and in all Debates 
and Differences that ariſe about Matters of Religion, we are not to be 
determined by what this and the other great and learned Man ſaith, or by 
what another good & pious Man faith; but by what the Oracles of GOD 
fay ; Here we muſt acquieſce, hereunto we muſt ultimately appeal for 
the Deciſion of all Controverſies in Religion. When we once hear 
what the Scripture ſaith for the Proof of any Point of Truth, or the 
Reproof of Errors, all Contention ſhould iflue in Silence and Peace ; 
for the Authority of Divine Oracles is inconteſtable. 

Fifthly, The Perfection and Sufficiency of the Scriptures to all the 
Purpoſes of Religion, is another Property that belongs to them as 


the Oracles of GOD. When GOD — d to give forth oracu- 


lar Reſponſes of old, to thoſe that conſulted him by the Ordinance 
of Urim and Thummim, we find they were always to the Point, 
and gave a perfect and ſatisfactory Reſolution of the Caſe pro- 
pos'd. The great Enquiry we are all concern'd in, as guilty fallen 
Creatures, is, Wherewith ſhall we come before the Lord, and bow 
ourſelves before the high GOD ? How ſhall we Worſhip the GOD 
that made us, ſo as to be accepted of him, to obtain his reconciled 
Favour, and arrive at laſt to Salvation and Happineſs in the Enjoy- 
ment of Him ? The Holy Scriptures, as the Oracles of Heayen, giye 
us a full Reſolution of this grand Inquiry to the great Eaſe and Sa- 
tisfaction of our Conſciences. They furniſh out to us a ſufficient 
and compleat Directory for our ſerving and glorifying GOD here, in 
order to eternal Happineſs hereafter. This is the . conſtant Doctrine 
of Proteſtants, and the main Pillar of the Reformation, that the 
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Scriptures are, in themſelves; a 7 rfect and compleat Rule to guide us 
be ence £ 1 


in all Matters of Fairh and O untoSalyation, that we have no 
need eicher of Jewiſh or Po pith Traditions, which are fo far from 
mending the Scriptures, that they do but corrupt and adulterate 
them. And fince GOD intended the Scriptures to be a Rule of Faith, 
Worſhip ant" Obedience to his Church 'and People in this World, to 
guide them in the Way to eternal Life, we may reſt aſſured, that in 


the eftimate of divine W dom, that is ſufficient that is warranted by 


Sen ture, and more than hat is Superſtition. 
heſe divine Oracles teach all Doctrines, neceſſary to be believed, 


and all Duty neceſſary to be obſerv'd, and ſo are able i make us 
*2viſe unto Satvation, which is the great End of a divine Revelation) 
' and ferve to make A Man of GOD 


Works'*.' And are abundantly ſufficient in the miniſterial Diſpenſation 


Perfect, furniſt d unto all good 
of them, for the perfecting of the Saints, for the Work of the 


{ Miniſtry, and for the Edifying of the Body of Cyg1sr . All Inſtiry- 


tions requiſite and uſeful to thoſe Purpoſes being therein appointed 
and preſcribꝰd. Thoſe, therefore, Who think it would be more Expe- 
dient for the Benefit and Advantage of Mankind, or of the Church 

8 were ſ{tled in it, beſides 
thoſe appointed in Scripture, do but ſhew themſelves wiſe ahoye what 


"4s written, or rather tax the Wiſt of GOD in not providing ſuffici- 
ently for the Edification of the Church. The Scriptures are fo per- 
fect as to all the Purpoſes of a Rule of Religion, that we are forbidden 
to feceive any other Doctrine in Addition to it. Tho* we (faith the 


Apoſtle) or an Angel from Heaven preach any other Goſpel unto you, 


Ih Ae that, (or beſides 5 we have preached unto you, let him be ac- 
1 curſed *. 2 Pe aro 0  befides that which we have preached, 
Far only any D ich 15 contrary. unto it, but that which is 


fides it, Ach is 4 iS "Wine and foreign to it ; not only what is a Con- 


tradiction to it, but what comes in competition with it : The Author 
: *of ſuch a 3 5 whoſoever he be, is to be held accurſed. Which 
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II. To ſhew what is meant — odweniried,. Too Things 
* ally intended by this Expreſſion. 
heir being given from GOD, and received by Men, that is, be- 
red in as coming from GOD, and improved for their own Uſe and 
Benefit. { 50 x Word here uſed is ſometimes dender d, 1 Tim. 85 
16. —Believed on in the World. | 8 
2. Their being giver and received as a Truſt, to be nveſerved- pu Wel 
and entire, and communicated for the Benefit of others, as the Greeks 
Word is commonly conſtrued, concredited, committed or intruſted: 
The Words given and committed in their general Senſe are often pro- 
miſcuouſly uſed as Terms equipollent: As when qur Saviour faiths. 
Unto whomſoever much is given, of bis much-ſhallibe required, andi 
unto. whom Men have committed much, of hum they [ſhall -aſk the 
more *. And the Apoſtle Paul having ſaid, GOD hath given to u 
the Miniſtry of Reconciliation, preſently adds in Words to the ſame 
purpoſe, he hath committed to ns: the Word of Reconciliation . J 
Nevertheleſs this latter Term, as ic implies the former, ſo it hath: 
ſomething more peculiar in its Gol. It is not barely faid, the” 
Oracles of GOD were given forth to the Jes, but committed to them. 
They were not only & Gift, but à Tru: In the former they 
are to be conſider'd as a ſingular Favour and Privilege confer' qi on 
them by Divine Grace, them to thankfulneſs, an invaluable 
Treaſure they were poſſeſsꝰd of for their own Uſe and Improvement: 
In the latter, they are conſider'd as a Charge, inferring an 
upon them faithfully to obſerve them in their on Perſons. and to 
tranſmit them in their Purity to others tliat come aftex them. 
And this Method the Wiſdom of GO hath pitch*d upon fon the 
Conveyance of the Revelation of His Will coMatiltnd. When 60 
ſaw it needful, and had graciouſſy purpoſ:d in Himſelf to male ſueſi a 
Revelation to Men, as is contained in the Holy Soriptures, there arobut 
two Ways ſuppoſeable in which ſuch a Revelation could ue heen made 
either that GOD ſhould reveal Himſelf. to every partieular Perſon and ſo 
in every Agebe making new Revelationsof Himſelf, as Me ſuteſſivt h 
come into the World : Or elſe that SD ſhould make this Ne wet 
in ſome certain Age or Ages, to ſome particular Perſon or Number 
of Perſons, whom He ſhould ſingle out and qualifſy for that Purple 
furniſhed with authentick Cretleſtialꝭʒ; and. by them commurdeatiæ mere i 
to to others, accompanied wirft ſufficicnt Evidenee: ter convitice tim off 
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its divine Original, and ſo to be tranſmitted to future Ages. The for- 
mer Method of immediate Revelation to every Individual, ſeems in- 
gruous to the Wiſdom of GOD's ordinary Diſpenſation to Mankind, 
and unſuitable to the Nature of Man, as he is a rational free Agent in 
a State of Tryal; and that as it carries in it ſuch over- bearing Evidence 
as leaves but little Room for the Exerciſe of. Reaſon and Judgment, 
Deliberation and free Choice, which yet are requiſite to all Acts of 


Religion and Virtue, which muſt be rational and voluntary (that they 
might be accepted of GOD as the Obedience and Homage of reaſon- 


able Creatures, and ſuch they cannot be, ſo far as they proceed from 
oyer-ruling Neceſſity and Conſtraint ; and therefore it is the latter 


Method that GOD has ſeen meet in his Wiſdom to make Choice of, 


for revealing Himſelf to Mankind from the Beginning, by raiſing up 
ſome extraordinary Perſons, at ſeveral Seaſons, and by various Ways, 
imparting Revelations to them, not only for their own Direction and 
Improvement, but intruſting them alſo with the Conveyance and Com- 
munication of them to others, who are equally concern'd therein. 
Thus it was in the patriarchal Age before the Law of Moſes, and the 
committing the Word to Writing, GOD raiſed up the holy Patriarchs 
fucceſscively, to whom he committed the unwritten Revelations of his 
Will, as he ſaw needful for the Inſtruction of the Church in that 
Period. Abraham, in particular, 1s repreſented to us in this Capacity, 
when he is thus characterized by the Author to the Hebrews, He that 
received the Promiſes ©, He received them not only for his own Uſe 
as a particular Believer, as the Ground and Encouragement of his own 
Faith, Hope, Patience and Obedience in his Walk with GOD, but as 
a publick Truſtee for the like Benefit of others, to be communicated 
to the Church of GOD in his Day, and to be faithfully preſerv'd as a 
facred and precious Treaſure and tranſmitted to his Poſterity. So Moſes 
afterward received from GOD the lively Oracles, who gave them to 
the Fathers of the Jewiſh Church for theDirection of their Faith and 
Obedience, to whom alſo they were committed as a ſacred Depo/itum, 
to be conveyed to future Generations. Which brings me to the Third 
Head of my Diſcourſe, to ſhew you, 


II. To. whom the Oracles of GOD are committed. To this ! 
ſhall-anſwer in two Things, Firſt, To the viſible Church in general. 
Secondly, To a particular Order of Men ſettled in the viſible Church, 
—— —— — — 5 
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who are under a ſpecial ſolemn Charge obliging them to Fanta | 
in communicating and diſpenſing them to others. | 

Firſt, To the vi//ble Church in general. The Church of GOD i in 
the World is the Repoſitory of this ſacred Treaſure, 'tis his Houſe on 
Earth in which this Light is ſet up, from whence the Nations of the 
Earth might be illuminated. Accordingly the Prophet foretelling the 
Acceſſion of the Gentiles to the Church, repreſents them as re ang | 
to the Houſe of GOD as to an Oracle for Direction in his | 
and Service, ſaying, Let us go up to the Mountain of the Lord, 74 he 
Houſe of the God of Jacob, and He will teach us of his Ways, Se. 
This is the eminent Prerogative of the viſible Church, both Jewiſh and | 
Chriſtian, that the' Oracles of GOD are committed to them. - And, 

- Firſt of all, to the Jewiſh Church, which is immediately refer d to 
in our Text. *Twas indeed a great Honour and Favour done to the 
Nation of the Jews, that GOD was pleaſed to diſtinguiſh them with 
the Revelations of his Will, in various extraordinary Ways imparted 
to them; and that his Oracles were depoſited among them. For as 
to the Accounts given us of the Oracles of the Sybifs among the 
Heathen, which ſome hold to be of divine Original, they are juſtly 
look*'d upon by moſt as uncertain and fabulous, at leaſt interlaced 
with a great deal of Fiction; ſo that both their Original & Genuineneſs 
are much conteſted among the Learned : But the undoubted Oracles 
of GOD were lodged in the Hands of the Jews, to them they were 
firſt given by Inſpiration. All the inſpired Penmen of the Books of 
Scripture being ikea from among this diſtinguiſhed Nation, unleſs the 
Book of Fob in the Old Teſtament, and Luke in theNew, be excepted, / 
for which Exception yet there is no certain Authority, 

The Books E the Old Teſtament were delivered to the Jews with 
certain Marks and Evidences of their being divinely inſpired, without 
which they admitted none into the ſacred Canon, as appears by their 
rejecting the Apocrypha, and not looking on them as any Part of 
Canonical Scripture: But the Canonical Books (as they are called) 
were always received and preſerved by them with the Reſpect and 
Veneration due to the Oracles of Heaven. And whillt they continued 
the viſible Church of GOD, they were faithful Guardians and Conſer- 
vators of this ſacred Treaſure. { And they have been remarkable for 
their exact Care in this Matter, e Ser of Mem from the Days of Ezre. 
The ny who were a Sett of Men e chem — on 
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purpoſe to write out Copies of the Scriptures, and to teach the original 
Hebrew Language, and to preſerve its Purity, were extream nice and 
critical in numbring the Verſes, Words and Letters of every Book, 
and marking out which was the middle Verſe and Letter in each Book * 
and how tꝛrifling ſoever this Sort of Criticiſm; feems to be, yet tis 
net te be doubted but Divine Providence deſign' d it, as the Means 
of ſecuring the Letter of the Hebrew Text from being corrupted- 
And tis very obſervable, that tho? our Saviour often feproves the 
Jews for their corrupt Traditions, by which they made void te 
Commandments of GOD, yet he never reproves them for 
ing the Text of the Old Teſtament, which: he would not have fail'd to 
have done, had they been guilty of fuck Impiety, but in all hisDiſputes 
withithem, he ſends them. back to the Scriptures: To theſe he, 

for the Proof of his Divine Miſſion as the Mefſtas, Search the” Serip- 
tures (ſaith he to: the Jews) — | for. they are they which teſtify of me * 
By which; he acknowledged: the Purity and Authentickneſs of thoſe 
Sexiptures, as the ſupreme Rule and 147 of all Controverſies in 
Religion.] Thus (we may conclude) the Jews were faithful to their 
Fruſt as the Chriſtian's Library-keepers. 

From them are the ancient Oracles tranſmitted pure and entire in- 
tothe Chriſtian Church, which conſiſts. of the Gentile Nations, and 
ſueceed the Jewiſn in all their ſubſtantial Rights and Privileges ; being 
grafted in among the Jews into their own Olive tree, they partake 
with: them of the Root and Fatneſs of the Olive-tree ' ; and enjoy: 
this particular and eminent Advantage equally. with them, of having 
the — of GOD committed to them. So from Zion went forth 
the Law and the Word of the Lord from Feruſalem . The A 
carried: the Sound of it, from Jeruſalem to the Ends of the Earth; and 
this is the ſole Foundation on which the Chriſtian Church is eretted, for 
zur are built upon the Foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets (i. e.) the 
Seriptures of the Old and New. Teſtament: JEsus CHñHRISH himſelfbeing: 
the: chief. Corner Stone. The Myſtery of our Redemption by CHRIST 
is nat only by the Preaching of the Apoſtles, but by the Scriptures 

of. the. Prophets, 'ateording to the Commandment of the everlaſting Cod, 
made known 1 all Nations for the Obedience of Faith. ] And in this 
Reſpect thæ Chriſtian Church has the Advantage of the Jewiſh, that 
the ſacretl Canth which is committed to us, is much mate enlarg di 
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| Oracles are become more plain and intelligible, inſtructive and uſe- 
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of the  Evangeliſts, and Apaſtles 


ful to us, than otherwiſe they would have been ; a great deal of Light 
being reflected on them by the Scriptures , of ; the, New-Teſtament, 
we have now the cleareſt, + and fulleſt Revelation of GOD's Will in 
theſe ſacred Volumes, wherein Viſion and Propheſy is ſealed up and 
eſtabliſh*d ; Whence we are furniſh'd with the moſt compleat Rule 
of Religion. To theſe we are now directed, even o the. Law and 
to the Teſtimony ;, to the Law and Goſpel, as our ſtanding Oracle, 
to be conſulted in all Matters of Faith, Warſhip and Practice. 

| Theſe divine Oracles may in ſome Reſpects be ſaid to be committed 
to all the ſeveral Members of the viſible Church, to whom they 
are made known, and who profeſs and reverence them as pro- 
ceeding from GOD, being obliged hereby to a faithful Obſervance 
of them in their own Practice, improving them for their Direction in 
the Way of Holineſs and Salvation: They are the Truſt or Talent 


of which every one muſt give an Account to GOD; and thoſe elpe- 


cially who are. yeſted with any Authority over others, Private or 
Publick. Servants and Magiſtrates are intruſted with them, not only 
for their awn, Obſervance, but with a ſpecial Charge to promote 
and propagate the Knowledge and Obſervance of them to others, 
according to the Power of their reſpective Places. . [. Parents have 
them in Charge to inſtruct their Houſhold, | Thou Halt teach. them 
diligently unto thy Children, ( faith Moſes * ) and he finiſhes his Teſti- 
mony to the Children of Jrael with this ſolemn Charge, Set. your 
Hearts to. all the Words which I 000 among you this Day: Which 
ye hall command your Children to 4 wo to do all the Werds of. this 
Law . And the civil Magiſtrate in the viſible Church, is ſo far in- 
truſted with theſe ſacred Records, as that he is oblig'd to take care 

that the Knowledge of them ſhculd be ſpread and propagated amo 
the People, by countenancing and protecting the Muuſters of Rel 
jon, and by his Authority and Influence to preſerve the Eſteem and 
everence due to them as Divine Oracles; after the Example of 
Zebeſephat, Hezekiah and other pious Kings of Judab. Thus GOD 
; liſh*d a Teſtimony in Jacob, and appointed a in Iſrael, which 
be commanded our Fathers, (faith the devout Pſalmiſt) that they /howld 


make them known to their Children, that the Generation to come might 
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«now them, even the Children. that ſhould be born; who ſhould | ariſe 
and declare them to their Children, &c. . And thus in every ſuc- 
ceſſive Age of the Church, all the Members of it, are in their ſe- 
'veral Places concern'd in this facred Truſt, to make the beſt Im- 
provement of it themſelves, and to tranſmit and propagate it to Poſ- 
'terity. ]. But I add, l 
Seconahy, There is a particular Order of Men ſettled in the viſible 
Church, to whom theſe facre1 Oracles are in a more peculiar Manner 
committed, and who are under a ſpecial folemn Charge, obliging 
them to faithfulneſs in communicating and diſpenſing them to others. 
Ever ſince GOD hath had a Church in the World, he hath made 
Choice of ſome particular Perſons to officiate in it, as Teachers and 
Miniſters of holy Things. I have briefly obſerv'd it already of the 
patriarchal Age, while the Church of GOD was in the Families of 
the faithful, and when the Seed of IJſrael were grown into a Nation, 
and form'd into an Eccleſiaſtical State, by the Laws and Ordinances 
deliver'd to them by the Miniſtry of Maſes, GOD was pleas'd to 
make choice of the Tribe of Levi, and particularly the Prieſts of 
the Family of Aaron, to be employed not only in facred Rites, par- 
ticular to the Moſaiac Diſpenſation, but alſo in Teaching the People 
the Knowledge of GOD's Will. 
The Deſign of their ſacred Office is well expreſs'd by Moſes, in 
bleſſing the Tribe of Levi, They ſhall teach Jacob thy Fudgments, and 
Iſrael thy Law : They ſhall put Incenſe before thee, and whole burnt 
Sacrifice upon thine Altar. They were appointed not only to be 
Sacrificers, but publick Inſtructers of the People, and to that end 
he prays to GOD, Let thy Thummim and thy Urim be with thy holy 
One. Which, tho? in its primary and literal Senſe, it refers only 
to the High-Prieſts, yet by Way of Accommodation may be extend- 
ed to the whole ſacred Order, as a Prayer for Illumination and 
Perfection, (the true import of the Urim and Thummim ) to be 
imparted to them, that they may be endow'd with Knowledge and 
Integrity, that they may be both faithful Men, and able alſo to teach 
others ; the neceffaryQualifications of publick Teachers in the Church. 
And this moral Part of the Prieſt's Office, whereby they were obliged 
to inſtru the People in the Knowledge of the divine Oracles, 
GOD ever gave the Preference to; and for their unfaithfulneſs in 
this, he threatens to deprive them of the other Part of their Office, 
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which was more advantageous to themſelves. | Becauſe thou baft 


rejected Knowledge, (faith GOD to the Prieſt in the Prophet Hoſea,*) * 


I will alſo reed thee, that thou ſhalt: be ne Prieſt to me. q. d. 
Becauſe thou haſt been negligent in thine Office, as a Teacher, I'will 
no more accept thee as a Sacrificer. To the like Purpoſe he declares 
by the ſame Prophet, that he deſred the Knowledge of GOD more than 
burnt-Offerings ®. | 

The main Deſign therefore, of the Inſtitution of this Order of 
Men, was, that the Divine Oracles of the Old-Teſtament, being com- 
mitted unto them; they might apply themſelves to the diligent 
Study of them, and faithfully inſtru&t the People out of them, in 
the right Knowledge of GOD and his Will; as it is repreſented by 
the Prophet Malachi, The Prieſts Lips ( faith he * ) ſhould( by the 
Obligation of his Office) keep Knowledge, not only his Head, his Me- 
mory, or his Heart ſhould keep it for his own Uſe z but his Lips, 
for the ufe of the People, who were to ſeek the Law at his Mouth; 
For he is the Meſſenger of the Lord of Hoſts, authoriz'd and impow- 
ered by him who has the ſovereign Power over all, to deliver his 
Meſſages to them. h | | 

And in this part of their Office all Goſpel Miniſters are the true 
Succeſſors of the Prieſts of old, as Teachers, tho' not as Sacrificers. 
All Sacrifice and · Oblation being made to ceaſe, by Means of the one 
all-ſufficient Sacrifice of CHRIS our great High Prieſt, there is now 
a Change made of the Priefthood, and Law of the Old-Teſtament 
by the Diſſolution of che Moſaic conomy . And our Lord Jæsus 
by virtue of his Royal Prieſthood,” and of the fulneſs of Power com- 
mitted to him, has ere&ed a new Diſpenſation of Religion, perfective 
of the former, and has put the Affairs of the Church under a new 
Regulation; and having given forth a new and compleat Revelation 
of GOD's Will, contain'd in the Books of the New-Teſtament, He 
hath inſtituted a new Order of Men, who have the fame” Truſt in 
general lodg'd in their Hands: The Diſpenſation of the Oracles of 
GOD, being ſtill committed unto them. Of which Order ſome 
were extraordinary Officers, as the Apoſtles, and Evangeliſts, who 
firſt receiv*d the Oracles of the New-Teſtament by immediate Com- 
miſſion and Inſpiration, who were | furniſh'd with Gifts peeuliar to 
them, and requiſite to the firſt gathering, and founding of the. 
Chriſtian Church: But the ordinary ſtanding Officers of the Church, 
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are Paſtors and Teachers, call'd and ſet apart to their Office, and put 
= in Truſt with the Miniſtry of the Word, by the mediate Agency of 
E the Church, and its Miniſtry, under certain Rules and Limitations, 
preſcrib'd, by the Apoſtles. Both the one, and the other conſider'd 
in their general Character, as Miniſters of Religion, are intruſted 
with the divine Oracles both of the Old-Teſtament and the New; 
that is, with the whole Revelation of GOD in the Holy Scriptures ; 
and are under very ſolemn Obligations to Faithfulneſs in the Diſpen- 
ſation of them, Hence we ſo often read of the Word of Reconcilia- 
tion being caommitied to the Miniſters of the . Goſpel, of their being 
put in Truſt. with the Goſpel, and having the glorious Goſpel of the 
bleſſed GOD, committed to their Truſt ; of their being Stewards of 
the Myſteries of GOD, &. And Paul charges Timothy, and in him 
all Goſpel Miniſters to æep that which is committed to his truſt ; and 
in other Words, to Hold faſt the form of ſound Words, i. e. the 
Doctrine of the Holy Scriptures, and to keep the good Thing that is 
committed to him, by the Holy Ghoſt ; and gives him, moreover, Di- 
rection to commit the ſame to thole whom he ſhould ordain to the 

Miniſtry *. | | 
1 — all which it is evident, that the Miniſters of the Goſpel have 
a ſpecial concern in the Holy Bible, as containing the Oracles of GOD: 
They are concern'd. in it as a great and ſacred Truſt, in a very pecu- 
lar, and ſolemn Manner committed unto them: They are appointed 
to be the Conſervators of this great Treaſure of the Church of GOD, 
and the faithful Diſpenſers of it. They are to preſerve and vindicate 
the Authority, the Purity, and Perfection of the, Holy Scriptures, 
againſt whatever is ſet up in Oppoſition thereto, . or comes in Com- 
petition therewith. They are intruſted with the Diſpenſation of the 
Doctrines of Scripture, the great Truths of Divine Revelation, 
which are neceſſary to be known and believ'd in order to Salvation. 
They have the Charge of Souls committed to them, whom they are 
to feed with good Knowledge and Underſtanding, the ſound and 
wholeſome Doctrines of the Scripture. They are alſo intruſted with 
the Adminiſtration of the Laws of Holy Scripture, the Laws of 
CaurisT's Kingdom, in the Government of the Church in admitting 
Members into it, qualify*d according to the Rules of the Word; and 
in the Exerciſe of Diſcipline, in adminiſtring Reproofs and Cenſures 
for the Reformation of Offenders, and for preſerving the Purity of 
1· 2 Cor. 5. 19. 1 Theſ. 2. 4. 1 Tim. 1. 11. 1. Cor. 4. 1. 3 1 Tim. 6. 20. 
2 Epiſt, 1, 13, 14; Chap. 2, 2. _ 
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che Church, and the Honour of its Profeſſion. For all Which Pur- 


poles of their ſacred Office, they, muſt take all their Meaſures from 


the Oracles of GOD. The Apoſtle acquaints T; imathy, that the End 
of his Writing his firſt inſpir'd Epiſtle to him, was, that he might 
know how he ought to 1 inf in the Houſe of GOD. And 


this is the End of all the inſpired Writings, as he elſewhere declares. 


That all Scripture is given by Inſpiration of GOD, and is e 
for Doctrine, for Reproof, &c. that the Man of GOD, the ( ofpel- 
Miniſter may be perfect, thoroughly furniſhed unto all good Works, 
unto all theDuties of his ſacred Function 

In the Diſcharge of this great Truſt, Miniſters have great need of 
Knowledge and Wiſdom, Vigilance and Fidelity : Their Office re- 
quires ſuperiour Attainments in Knowledge, that they ſhould be tho- 
roughly vers'd in the Scriptures, and underſtand well the Senſe of 
them, how elſe can they approve themſelves the faithful Diſpenſers of 
theDoctrines and Laws contain'd in them? And a great deal of Wiſ- 


dom is requiſite to enable them to make a right Application of the 


Word to particular Caſes and Perſons. , They ſhould have their 
ſpiritual Senſes exerciſed to diſcern between Good and Evil, Truth 


and Error, and to put a Difference between the Precious and the Vile; 
and to meaſure all Things, Opinions, and Practices by the Rules of 


the Word : Zeal and Fidelity is alſo requiſite to their. reſolute adhe- 
rence to the Truth and Purity of the Scri ae or in O 50 1 tion to 
Errors and Corruptions. But this ſhall ff 


ce for the third Head: 
J come now in the laſt Place to ſhew, 


TV. That it is he chief Advantage or Prerogative of a People or 
the viſible Church of GOD, that they have theſe Divine Oracles com- 


mitted to them. This is * commended in Seripture as a ve 
culiar and diſtinguiſhing Privilege. Moſes often reminds Tjrael. 1 15 the 


ſingular Honour GOD: put upon them, in deliverimg this Oracles to 
them from Mount Sinai: He- bids them enquire of former and 
diſtant Places, from one Side of Heaven to the. other, and they ſhould 
find nothing to compare to this great and wonderful Thi „that never 


did any People hear the Voice of -GOD ſpeaking to them in ſuch a 
Manner as they did; that out of Heaven He made them to hear his 


Voice, that he might inſtrut-tham ; he tells them that the Laws and 
Statutes given them of GOD, were Excellent, ſo Wiſe andRighteous 
"OY Tim, 3. 12, 15. 9 2 16, 17, Re: 
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chat nothing could contribute more to make them great, and raiſe 


their Reputation in the Eſteem of the Nations abcut them, than their 
ſtrict Adherence to them. And tho GOD doth not how ſpeak to 
us in ſo ſenſible a Manner, with ſuch terrible Manifeſtations of his 


1 Glory, and *tis a Mercy to us that he doth not; yet he doth as ur 


ſpeak to us from Heaven, and in a more heavenly Manner by hisSor, 


nin the Oracles of the New Teſtament * Moſes teaches them to ſet an 


high Eſtimation on the Laws and Ordinances of GOD given them, as 
an Inheritance peculiar to them, 'the moſt rich and valuable they could 


be poſſeſs*d of, and to tranfinit the ſame to their Children after them 


with an honourable Memorial, Moſes commanded us a Law, even the 
Inheritance of the Congregation of Jacob. And the holy Pfalmiſt re- 
preſents it as a diſtinguiſhing Favour to Iſrael, and a peculiar Argument 


{ - of Praiſe to GOD, that h Pbewed Bis Word unto Jacob; his Statutes 


and 45 for his Judgments they have not known them. On the ſame - 
Account a People are pronounced Sleſſed (peculiarly ſo) that know the 
j Joyful Sound, proclaiming a bleſſed Liberty to them, that if it be not 


and his Tudements unto Tfrael : He hath not dealt ſo with any Nation; 


their own fault, they may walt continually in the Light of GO D's 
Countenance *. © Fee ta oirh” ; "oF, | 


If then the Church of Iſrael had ſo much the Preheminence above 


& © other Nations, in having the Oracles of the Old Teſtament committed 


to them, What a tranſcendent Privilege does the Church of the New 
Teſtament enjoy in the Revelation of the Son oF Gop, wherein thoſe 


1 ' Oracles are explain'd and fullfilled ? Our Saviour ſpeaks of it as a 


bleſſed Advantage, Bleſſed are your Eyes ( ſaid He to his Diſciples ) 


1 for they ſee, and your Ears for they bear: For verily T ſay unto you, 


\ 
= 
YU 
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that many Prophets and righteous Men have defired to ſee thoſe Things 
| which ye ſee, and have not ſeen them ; and to hear thoſeT hings which ye 
Hear, aud have not heard them®. There was a greater deal of Glory in. 
= the Moſaic Diſpenſation, but (as the Apoſtle faith ) even that which 
= was made Glorious, had no Glory in this Reſpect, by reaſon of the 


Glory that excelleth in the New-Teſtament Difpenſation andManiſtry ©, 
Their Oracles were as Candle-light, ſignified by the Golden Candle- 


| ſtick in the Sanctuary, a Light that ſbined in a dark Place: Ours are as 


Day- light, more clear and extenſive, the Sun of Righteouſneſs being 
riſen as the Light of the World, ſpreading out his healing Beams far 
and near. The Advantages of having theſe divine Oracles committed 
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to us are greater than can be expreſs'd. I-am very ſenſible therefore 
had I made this alone the Subject of my Diſcourſe, I muſt have left 
it imperfect : I ſhall therefore content myſelf with ſome brief touches 
on theſe Three Heads, to ſhew the fingular Advantages and Preroga- 
tives of a People favour'd with the Light of Divine Oracles, Firſt, In 
reſpect of the Deficiency of naturalLight. Secondly, In reſpect of the 
true Intereſt of a People, temporal, ſpiritual and eternal. Thirdly, In 
reſpect of diyers concomitant. Privileges. | | 

| Firſt, In reſpect of the Deficiency of the Light of Nature to guide 
us to our Duty and Happineſs. *Tis evident from the Reaſon and 
Experience of Mankind, that the meer Light of Nature is inſufficient 
to diſcover thoſe Truths concerning GOD, and teach us thoſe Duties 
towards GOD, which it is highly neceſſary we ſhould know and do, 


in order to Salvation and Happineſs. How deplorable is the Condi- 


tion of the Heathen World in this Regard, who have no other Light 
to guide them in Matters of Religion, than that of Nature? To 
whom all is dark beyond this World, and who have no Hope beyond 
Death and the Grave ; for being Aliens from the Common-wealth of 
Iſrael, and Strangers to all divine Revelation, they are without GOD 
and without CHRIST in the World, having no Hope. Natural Light 
it is true, teaches many Things concerning GOD and our Duty; but 
it leaves us at a fad loſs about thoſe Things which it chiefly concerns us 
to know in this our fallen degenerate State. . Without a Revelation 
from GOD the Light of Reaſon and Conſcience ſerves rather to tor- 
ment than to ſatisfy, tis inſufficient to give us right and clear Appre- 
henſions of the only true GOD, the ſupream Object of all religious 
Worſhip, it does indeed diſcover the Exiſtence of a GOD, and ſeveral 
divine Perfections which may be trac*d out in the Works of Creation; 
but the wiſeſt of the Heathen, and the greateſt Maſters of Reaſon had 


but confus'd and darkConceptions of the divine Nature. The Apoſtle 


tells us that he World by Wiſdom, by the higheſt Improvement of 
natural Light, knew not GOD * ; and no doubt he had juſt Reaſon 
for the Remark, which he elſewhere makes concerning the Heathen 
in general, and their Philoſophers in particular, that as to the Things 
of GOD, they became vain in their Imaginations, and their fooliſb 
Heart was darkened, that profeſſing themſelves to be wiſe they became 
fools, and changed the Glory of the incorruptible God, into an Image 
made like to corruptible Man, c.. It ſeems the learned Men at 
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Athens needed to be taught what one would think the meaneſt reaſon- | ® 
able Creature ſhould bluſh to be found ignorant of, that the Godbead | ® 
was not like to Gold, or Silver, or Stone, graven by Art or Man's De- 65 
vice: We that are brought up under the clear Light of the Goſpel, c 
are ſcarce capable of conceiving what groſs Ignorance of the Things of | e 
.GOD, the Tight of Nature, unaſſiſted by divine Revelation, would 5 
leave Men urito ; and therefore are no competent Judges of the extent | © 
of the Powers of Reaſon in Matters of Religion, The Heathen were 1 
under great Darkneſs and Error concerning many af the divine Per- q 
fections, the Knowledge whereof is fundamental to that Worſhip and | 
Service we owe to qur Maker. They groſly err'd concerning the i 
"Unity of GOD, whilſt they held a plurality of Gods to whom they Þ © 
perform'd divine Homage, | Gods many and Lords many: Concerning 
his Spirituality in repreſenting him by Images; concerning his Purity 
and Holineſs in aſcribing humane Paſſions and Vices to their Gods; 
and conſequently had erroneous Conceits about the Juſtice and other 
rectoral Perfections of the ſupreamGovernour and Judge of this World, 
and had no diſtinct Knowledge of his Grace and Mercy to Sinners; 
and without ſome clearer Diſcoveries of theſe divine Perfections, than 
the meer Light of Nature affords, how could Men pay to Him that 
religious Veneration and Worſhip that is due to Him on the Account 
of his ſuperlative Excellencies, and his relation to Men, as their Crea- 
tor, Ruler and Benefactor. 
Again, the whole Myſtery of our Redemption by Jzsvs ChRIST, 
his Incarnation, Death and Sufferings for us, is intirely ſuper- natural; 
neither the Underſtanding of Men or Angels could have Lund it out, 
till it pleaſed GOD, to bleſs his Church with the Revelation of it. 
What an unſpeakable Advantage have we then by the Scriptures, 
wherein this Myſtery of GOD's Will, which had been kept hid from 
Ages and Generations, is ſo clearly open'd and revealed to us? *Tis 
by the Scripture only Men are led to the right Knowledge of the 
only true GOD and JESUS CHRIST wbom he hath ſent. 

There are ſeveral Articles that depend on the Doctrine of Redemp- 
tion, neceſſary to be known and believed, in order to our Recovery 
from that State of Sin and Death we are fallen into, of which, yet, 
the Light of Nature makes not the leaſt Diſcovery. It diſcovers no- 
. thing of the Method of a Reconciliation with an offended GOD; or, 
how a guilty Sinner may obtain the Pardon of his Sins; or, whether 
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GOD will pardon Sin at all; or, what Sins, or in what Way, or 


on what Terms he will pardon them; or, how a polluted Sinner 
may be cleanſed and ſanctified from his moral Defilement. It teaches 
nothing of the Nature, Neceſſity, and Means of Regeneration; 
fallen Nature under Conſcience of Guilt and Impunity has, indeed, 4"? 
ſome Senſe of the Neceſſity of a Mediator in approa the moſt 
holy and pure Majeſty of GOD, but the only acceptable Way of 
coming to GOD by Jzsuvs CHRIS lies beyond the Diſcovery of na- 
tural Light ; and it is intirely inſufficient to diſcover to us eternal 
Life, or a bleſſed Immortality after Death, with any Degree of Evi- 
dence, . to the Satisfaction of an inquiſitive Mind; theſe are all Doc- 
trines peculiar to revealed Religion, and yet of the utmoſt, Impor- 
tance to the Comfort and Happineſs of Men. 

Let me further add, we could never by the Light of Nature be 
directed to the right Way of Worſhipping GOD, to his acceptance, 
therefore the Heathen wandered fo groſsly in their Superſtitious Rites 
of Worſhip, many of which were highly abſurd, yea, impious, abo- 
minable and injurious to GOD's Honour, becauſe they had no au- 
thentick Revelation of GOD's Will, beyond the light* of Nature : 
And it depends on the Will and Pleaſure of the Lawgiver to declare 
what | Worſhip he will accept, that it may be performed as an Act of 
Obedience; and ſince the Worſhip he has inſtituted, and which alone 
is acceptable to him has Relation to the Work of our Redemption by 
CHr1sT ;..and ſince it depends on a poſitive Law, in the very Nature 
of it, it tranſcends the Diſcovery of natural Light: In all theſe re- 
ſpects we ſee what Advantage we have by the Holy Scriptures for 
giving Satisfaction in the moſt important Concerns of Religion, above 
thoſe who are left only to the Guidance of Natural Reaſon. 

And then as to moral Duties, tho* Nature's Light is of good Uſe 
here; yet in many Inſtances it is extreamly deficient. Natural Rea- 
ſon uncnlightned is too dimſighted to diſcover; the full Extent and La- 
titude of the Law of Nature; and even in thoſe Duties that are ma- 
niteſt by the Light of Nature, tis only the outward Work that is 
chiefly regarded: The Apoſtle obſerves, the Gentiles ſhew the 
Work of the Law written in their Hearts.“ The external Work of > - 
the Law, or the outward Acts of Virtue and Vice, are indeed diſ- 
cernible by Natural Light, as they are beneficial or hurtful to Socie- 
ties; but the inward Diſorders of the Heart, the workings of Pride, 
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Malice, Covetouſneſs, Luft, are little obſerved by the generality 
of Men, ſo as to condemn themſelves for them as Tranſgreſſors of 
the natural Law, who have no other Light to guide them in judging 
of theſe Things than that of Nature ; and conſequently they muſt be 
very defective in the Knowledge and Practice of thoſe Duties that re- 
late to the inward Rectitude and Purity of the Mind, or conſiſt in 
the inward Acts of loving Gop with all our Hearts, worſhipping 
him in Spirit, the hearty Love of our Neighbour, Humility of Mind, 
Chaſtity, Temperance, and the like : So that a Revelation of our 
Duty Rom GOD is very needful to clear up, more fully, the Dic- 
tates of natural Light, and to ſupply its defects, and to teach us our 
Duty in the whole compaſs of it. 

Once more, let me obſerve, That ſuppoſing the Law of Nature 
could give us the Knowledge of our Duty in the fulleſt Extent, yet 
it is very defective in the proper Enforcements of it. The Approba- 
tion and Reproaches of a natural Conſcience, on the doing Good or 
Evil, and the fear of human Laws are found, by the long Experi- 
ence of Mankind, too weak to over-rule the corrupt Byaſs of Man's 
Nature to Evil. The Motives to Obedience taken from the Majeſty 
and Authority of the Lawgiver, the Compaſſion of a Redeemer, the 
Promiſes of Mercy, Pardon and Salvation to the penitent and obedi- 
ent, a future Judgment, Heaven, and Hell, are all proper to di- 
vine Revelation, or at leaſt if any of theſe may be traced by the 
glimmering Light of Nature, they are more fully clear'd up in the 
Holy Scriptures, and repreſented in their proper Light and Force. 
In Conſideration therefore of the Deficiency of the Light of Na- 
ture in theſe and many other Inſtances, it ought to be eſteemed the 
greateſt Mercy of GOD to Mankind, that he is pleaſed to vouchfafe 
them a Revelation of his Will, to make up thoſe Deficiencies, and 
to help them out of thoſe Entanglements and perplexing Scruples 
about Matters of the higheſt Moment, which it is not in the Power 
of frail Reaſon ever to extricate them from, without the Aſſiſtance 
of ſuch a Revelation; and to be a ſure and unerring Guide to them 
in all Matters of Faith, Worſhip and Practice, in order to everlaſt- 
ing Happineſs. And the Advantages which a People enjoy who 
are bleſſed with this Revelation in the Oracles of the Holy Scriptures 
(above thoſe who having no other Guide then the dim Light of Na- 
ture, are left to grope in the dark with reſpect to GOD and another 
World, their Duty, and Happineſs) can nevex be ſufficiently prized, 


Secondly, 
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SGecondiy, If we reſpect: the true Intereſt. of 4 Peopie, temporal, 
to 


ſpiritual and eternal, their having the Oracles of GOD committed 
them will appear to be an unſpeakable Advantage. 
1. This will appear with reſpect to their temporal Intereſt, not only 
as the Holy Scriptures direct to a ſure Method for obtaining the Fa- 
vour of Almighty: GOD, the Sourſe of all our Happineſs, temporal 
and eternal; not only as they plainly Statè the Terms of a People's 
temporal Welfare, and propound the Condition upon which GOD 
has covenanted and promiſed to proſper and bleſs them in their out- 
ward Intereſt, but as the Laws and Rules contained in the Oracles 
of GOD, are wiſely calculated for the good of civil Societies, and 
conduce to the eſtabliſnment of Order and Peace, and all the ſocial 
Virtues, on which the flouriſhing; State of a People depends. Maje- 
ſtrates and Rulers are furniſned with the beſt Rules and Maxims of 
Government from theſe ſacred Pandicts; and tho the political Laws 
of the Jews are not binding to a Chriſtian Common- Wealth, yet ſo 
far as they are founded on a moral Equity, they are ſtill. of great 
Uſe to direct Rulers in framing Laws for the Government of a Com- 
munity : There is no compare between the celebrated Laws of Lycur- 
gus and Solon, the anciently fam'd Law-givers of the Spartan and 
Athenian Common wealths, and the Laws of Moſes given to the Jews, 
for Wiſdom and Purity, Integrity and Perfection, and Subſerviency 
to the People's Intereſt and Benefit, as the Learned have obſerved. 
Divers unnatural and inhumane Vices being patroniſed and protected 
by thoſe Heathen Lawgivers; but the Laws of GOD are all pure 
and, perfect, founded in Reaſon and Juſtice, and contrived for the 
beſt” Intereſt of a People: And it may be obſerved, that in thoſe 
Chriſtian Countries which are illuminated with the Divine Oracles, 
their Laws and civil Government are much better adapted to the Be- 
nefit and Liberties of Mankind, and of Societies, than in Pagan and 
Popiſh Countries, where this Light is either not vouchſafed, or where 
it is ſuppreſſed. | tog gs 0 

Subjects are hence taught their Duty in every Relation and Capa- 


city: They are required to be obedient to Rulers, to render 1 Ceſar 


the things that are Cæſars, as well as unte GOD the Things that are 
GOD's : They are taught to cultivate Truth and Juſtice, and Ho- 
neſty, Temperance and Frugality, Peace and Love towards one ano- 
ther by the ſtrongeſt Enforcements; and to avoid the contrary Vices of 
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Lying, Extortion, Theft, Malice, Revenge, and every other Diſorder, 


under the ſevereſt Penalties, ſuch as no Authority on Earth can in- 
flict, even the eternal Wrath and Vengence of the Almighity, which 
leave an Awe upon the Conſcience, effectual often to reſtain from out- 
ward Irregularities, even whilſt the depraved Temper of the Heart re- 
mains unchanged. And this is a conſiderable Advantage of a People's 
having the Oracles of GOD among them, committed to thoſe whom 


GOD has appointed to be the faithful Diſpenſers of them, (who by 


conſtant Preaching, and inculcating the Doctrines and Precepts con- 
tained in them, contribute to the keeping up a Senſe of Religion, 
and Reverence of the ſupream Being in their Conſciences) that a Peo- 
ple are by thoſe Means ordinarily civilized and preſerved in good Or- 
der, by a common Bleſſing attending them, if they be not ſanctifycd 
by ſpecial Divine Grace. Whereas if we look into the Heathen 
World, who are deſtitute of the Light of theſe Heavenly Oracles, 
what ſhall we ſee, but an uncultivated Wilderneſs, Barbariſm and 
Confuſion. | D. en 3551 
2. It will more eſpecially appear with reſpect to a People's ſpiritual 
and eternal Intereſt. I join both together, becauſe whatever is for the 
Benefit of our immortal Souls, muſt, for that Reaſon, be ſerviceable 
to our everlaſting Intereſt and Happineſs. If we were confidered-on- 
ly as Citizens of this World; if our whole Duration terminated in 
Death and the Grave, we had not ſo greatly needed a Divine Re- 
velation, nor would the Poſſeſſion of the Divine Oracles have been 
celebrated, as ſo great a Prerogative of one People above another, 
nor the want of them ſo deplorable: But we are Creatures made 
for an eternal State of Exiſtence, and that either in Happineſs or 
Miſery, and *tis chiefly with this View, that we conſider the Scrip- 
eure Revelation committed to us, as ſo great and invaluable a Privi- 
lege, the ultimate Scope whereof is to point out eternal Life to us 
as the End, CnRISTH as the Way, and by it's holy Rules and Pre- 
cepts to conduct us to the Poſſeſſion of it. Tis the Conſideration of 
this, that ſhould teach us to ſet a Value upon the ſacred Oraeles, 
above Thouſands of Gold and Silver. They are a Treaſure that the 
Wealth of Ten Thouſand Worlds cannot equal; yea, if laid in the Bal- 
lance with them would be found lighter than Vanity. 
Now the Advantage of the holy Scriptures with reſpect to our 
ſpiritual Intereſt may be eaſily gathered from what we have faid 
of the deficiency of the Light of Nature: The Scripture Revelati- 


on ſupplies thoſe Defects, and relieves us againſt thoſe Doubts and 
©. TN Perplexities 
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Perplexities that a Soul conſcious of Guilt is apt to be haunted with: 
ft affords ſeaſonable Direction to the great Eaſe of our Minds, where 
the Light of natural Reaſon leaves us wholly at a loſs. Reaſon and 
Conſcience tell us that we have fail d of our Obedience to our Maker, 
and incurred his Wrath; but leaves us in the dark about the Method 
of Reconciliation, how we may obtain Pardon and Peace; the Divine 
Oracles give us full Satisfaction in this Matter by the Doctrine of Re- 
demption and Remiſſion of Sins in the Blood of CHRIST. Reaſon 
tells us that the GOD that made us is to be worſhipped by us; but, 
how ſhall we worſhip him ſo as to be accepted, Here it leaves us 
in Doubt. The divine Oracles alone give us a ſatisfactory Reſo- 
lution of this Doubt, by ſhewing us a Way of Acceſs to the Fa- 
THER, by the Mediation of his Son IEsus CaurisT. We find in 
our ſelves an infatiable Thirſt after Happineſs, our natural Reaſon 
tells us that all this World cannot yield us anHapppineſs, either ſuita- 
ble to the Nature, or ſatisfactory to the boundleſs Deſires of our im- 
mortal Souls, that it can be of no further Service than till Death; 
but what will become of us afterwards ? Here it leaves us to a diſ- 
mal plunge, or at leaſt to uncertain Conjectures; but this Doubt is 
clearly refolv*d by the Oracles of Jesus CHRIS, which have ſcattered 
the dark ſhades of Death, and open'd to us a bright Proſpect of Life 
and Immortality. Eternal Life is therein propounded and promiſed, 
and the Terms on which it is diſpens?d, and the neceſſary Qualifica- 
tions for the Poſſeſſion of it ſtated, with fo much Divine Wiſdom 
and Grace, and ſo correſpondent to the Reaſon and Conſciences, the 
Deſires and Hopes, of Mankind, as to give intire Satisfaction to eve- 
ry ſerious inquiſitive Mind. | Ch 

In a Word, the Doctrines, Hiſtories, Precepts and Promiſes of 
Scripture, are exquiſitely adapted to all our Spiritual Exigences, to 
relieve us againſt our Fears, to clear our Doubts, to ſtrengthen our 
Hope, to fupport us under the Croſſes of Liſe, to Comfort us under 
every kind of Affliction (there being noComforts to be compared to the 
Comfort of the Scripture ® ) to teach us Patience in Adverſity, and to 
ſettle our Minds, in a true Contentment and Tranquility, to ſatisfy 
our rational Thirſt after Knowledge of the' beſt Things, and at the 
ſame Time to check a wanton Curioſity to furniſh out the moſt de- 
lightful Entertainment to ourMeditations, to affiſt us in ſubduing our 
Corruptions, in repelling Temptations and ſurmounting all. Oppo- 
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ſition in our Way to Heaven, to guide and aſſiſt our Devoyion, and 
help us to keep up our Communion with Heaven in all Conditions 
of Life, to lead us on in a Courſe of Obedience to the End and 
Perfection of our Beings, and to build us up in Knowledge, Faith, 
Holineſs and Comfort, and make us meet for the eternal Inheritance 
of the Kingdom of GOD. The Mord of the LORD is tryed ; and 
has been found by the wiſeſt and beſt of Men, and recommended 
by them, as excellently ſerviceable to thoſe DivinePurpoſes : No Reli- 
gion, no Inſtitution of a meer humane Original, will bear a Compa- 
riſon with the holy Scriptures. for the Satisfaction and Reſt it gives 
to the Soul of Man, exercis'd with a ſerious Concern about its ever- 
laſting State, Thus ſaith the LORD, ſtand in the Ways and ſee, aſk 
for the old Paths, where is the gad Way ? And walk therein, and pe 
fall find reſt for yonr Souls. Are not the divine Oracles then, com- 
mitted to a People for theſe important Ends, a Priviledge of Ineſt- 
mable Value? | 653 vis 414,46 
Thirdly, The Advantages of che Divine  Oracles to a People 
will further appear from divers concomitant Privileges : For where 
the Oracles of GOD are committed, i. e. given forth to and receiv- 
ed by a People, by a profeſſed Belief and Submiſſion to them, as His 
Oracles, there He ſets up his ſpecial . z there He reſides and 
reigns in a peculiar Manner by his Word, Spirit, and ſpecial Provi- 
dence. The viſible Church is built on this Foundation, even the 
Oracles of the Prophets, and Apoſtles ; ſo that all the Privileges of 
the viſible Kingdom of GOD in the World, g0 along with this ſa- 
cred Truſt. I ſhall briefly inſtance in theſe Three, A ſtanding 
Miniſtry, The Diſpenſation of the Spirit, and the ſpecial Care and 
Protection of Divine Providence. 
1. A ſtanding Miniſtry, Ordinances and Sacraments z the viſible 
Symbols of GOD's ſpecial Preſence with a People, and the ſanctify- 
ed Means of their Intercourſe and Communion with Him, whereby 
they are vilibly diſtinguiſh'd from the reſt of the World. This Privi- 
lege of a ſtanding Miniſtry is neceſſarily implied in or connected with 
the Oracles of GOD, as committed to a People, inſomuch that they 
can't be ſaid to be fully committed to them, where this Order of 
Men is wanting, whom GOD hath appointed as the Truſtees of 
his Holy Oracles : And *tis ordinarily by their Miniſtry, that the 
Doctrines of Scripture Revelation are made effectual to promote 
— —— ͤEä—ↄä.ö—ru— 
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the true Intereſts of a People in the foremention'd Reſpectos, and an 
able and faithful Miniſtry, has always been eſteem'd as one of the 
greateſt Bleſſings a People can enjoy, however ill it has been treated 
by the ungodly and-prophane, or however it has been accounted a 
Burden or Charge by atheiſtical Worldings, Who ſay in their Hearts, 
to the, Almighty, Depart from us, for we deſire no tbe Kustwlędge 
of bis Mays: Vet ſince it is a divine Inſtitution for the greateſt Go 
to the Souls of Men, all that are Wiſe, and ſerious, and knoy. 
how to ſet .a Value on the Divine Oracles, will ever account it 2. 
Mercy which they can't be ſufficiently thankful for. Tis repreſented; 
(in the Prophet) as an invaluable Favour ef GOD to a People, 
tho* their outward Circumſtances be mean, and low, rb the LORD 
give them the Bread of Adverſity, and the Water of Affiction; yet, 
that their Teachers ſhall not he removed into Corners, but their Eyes 
JA ſee their Teachers, and their Ears ſhall bear a Word behind them, 

C. 

2. The Diſpenſation of the Spirit is another eminent and peculiar 
Privilege, which is ordinarily annex'd and confin'd to the Oracles of 
GOD diſpens'd among a People. This is the ordinary Method GOD 


has ſettled for the Conveyance of this Gift from Heaven unto Men. 


Hence we ſo often read of the Spirit and the Word coupled tege- 
ther, of the Goſpel preached with the Holy-Ghoſt ſent down from 
Heaven. This ( faith GOD) is my Covenant with them (the Goſpel 
Church eſpecially) or my Promiſe, according to which I hold my elf 
engag d to proceed with them, my Spirit, which is upon thee, and 
my Words which ] have put in thy Mouth, ſhall not depart out of thy 
Mouth nor out of the Mouth of thy Seed, &c, from henceforth and for 
ever. Behold ( ſaith the Wiſdom of GOD) I will pour ont my 
Spirit unto you, I will make known my Words unto you. The Spirit of 
Wiſdom is poured out when the Words of Wiſdom are plentifully 
and 5 opened and diſpenſed to a People, with ſuitable Im- 
preſſions on their Minds. The Goſpel is in a peculiar Manner be 
Adminiſtration of the Spirit *. And *tis by the Spirit that the Word is 
made effectual to illuminate, quicken and convert the Souls of Men, 
and build them up in Knowledge and Holineſs : And wherever theſe 
ſacred Oracles are depoſited, there are ſome ( in greater or leſs Num- 
bers ) who are the happy Partakers of the divine Influences of the 
Spirit; and all are more or leſs ſubject to them. So that GOD may 
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be ſaid to dwell by his Spirit where his Oracles are, as of old He 
dwelt in the Oracle of the Temple by the external Symbols of his 
Majeſty. | | | 

3. The ſpecial Protection and Care of divine Providence is another 
Privilege afforded a People who have the Divine Oracles among them; 
eſpecially when they conſult them, and govern themſelves by them, 
and ate faithful to their Truſt; for they are the Glory of a People, 
and upon this Glory GOD has promiſed 4 create a Defence, as truely 
and really ( tho” in a leſs ſenfible Manner) as the Pillar of Cloud and 
Fire (which accompanied the Ark in which were the Tables of the 
Law) was to the Maelites in the Wilderneſs *. But without further 
Enlargement, I preſume it is already evident, beyond all Exception, 
that a People who are intruſted with the DivineOracles are diſtinguiſh- 
ingly favour'd of GOD, and have much every Way the Advantage of 
thoſe who are left in the Darkneſs of Gentilifm ; and that this is their 
Prerogative, which either includes in it, or brings along with it, all 
& other deſireable Bleſſings. ] + hk | 


I come now to the AyPLicaTion of the whole. 


Firſt. We learn hence what great Obligations we are under to 
& adore the rich diſtinguiſhing Mercy of GOD to us, in committing his 
= Holy Oracles to us, in giving us a full and clear Revelation of his 
Mind and Will in the facred Scriptures, [which are ſo neceſſary (as 
we have heard) to ſupply the Defects of natural Light, to give us 
= right Conceptions of the bleſſed GOD, His Attributes and Perfections, 
= to open to us the Method of Redemption and Reconciliation to his 


| offended Majeſty, to guide us to the right Manner of worſhipping 
© Him by the Mediation of his Son Jzsvs CHRIST, to give us a clear 


ö and certain View of Things to come, which are of the higheſt Concern- 


ment to us, to know a future State of Recompences, the Reſurrection 
of the Dead, and Life everlaſting, to direct us in a Life of Faith and 
Obedience in order to eternal Happineſs, to eſtabliſh ſolid Grounds of 


| Comfort and Hope in all Conditions in Life and Death: Concerning 
all which Matters of ſo great Importance, we had been left to woful 
& Uncertainties, had we no other Guide than the Light of Nature: But 
© having the infallible Oracles of GOD in the Holy Scriptures, we have 
* fure Ground and Warrant to go upon in all our Faith, Hope and Ex- 
rr rebel, och 
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pectation from GOD, and in all that Service, Obedience and Worſhip 
which we render to Him. ] How great are our Obligations to the 
diſcriminating Grace of GOD for ſuch an invaluable Privilege? Lay; 
diſcriminating Grate, for we are hereby dignified and diſtinguiſhed 
from Multitudes of our Fellow-Creatures, many Nations'of the Earth 
yet abiding Aliens from the Common-wealth-of Hrael, without GOD; 
without CnRIST, without Hope, fitting in the Region and Shadow of 
Death for want of this Revelation from Heaven, which we walk in the 
Light of: How ſhould we adore the awful Sovereignty of GOD in 
hiding this Light from other People and Nations, great and populous, 
and in vouchſafing it to us, when they need it as much as we, and 
perhaps would make a better Improvement of it? Even ſo Father 
for ſo it feemeth Good in thy fight. He hath ſhewed us his Words, his 
Statutes and Fudgments, He hath not dealt ſo with every Nation: Praiſe 
ye the LORD. | | 507 

We in this Country have abundant Reaſon to be thankful to GOD, 
who put it into the Hearts of our Fathers (who firſt planted this Land 
with a Chriftian People, and, were conducted hither by a Series 


of wonderful Providences) to ſet up a pure Scriptural Religion, free 


from the ſuperſtitious Uſage, and corrupt Mixtures of humane Inven- 
tions, that had crept into the Church, and ſullied its Purity and de- 
fac'd its Beauty in the latter Ages; and to meaſure all Things in 
Faith, Worſhip, and Diſcipline, according to the Pattern in the 


Mount, the ſacred Oracles: To theſe Fe profeſſedly held as their 


only Rule, excluſive of all humane Conſtitutions and Canoris; 
and-with a noble Zeal and Courage, Reſolution and Fidelity ap- 
pear*d:to aſſert the fole Authority and Sufficiency of the Holy Scrip- 


tures, as a-compleat Directory in all Matters of Religion: On this 


Bottom they erected Churches to our Lord Jzsvs ; and indeed other 
Foundation can no Man lay. And we their Children and Poſterity 
ſhould be guilty of great Unthankfulneſs to GOD, and Contempt of 


the Wiſdom, Fidelity and Zeal of our pious Progenitors, if we 


ſhould ſwerve in the leaſt from this Foundation. We are not put 
upon contending for the Rule of Faith and Worſhip once delivered 
to the Saints, in the Manner as they did, againſt a tyrannizing Pre- 
lacy, that hen prevatled. Nevertheleſs they had their Tryals alſo 
from another Quarter, as we may expect ours. Let us bleſs GOD 
for our Liberty and ſtand faſt in it, admitting nothing into Religion, 
or his Worſhip, but what has the Stamp of His Authority upon it; 
and be encourag'd after the Example of our - Fathers, (whatever 

Temptatipng 
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Temptations we may meet with) to adhere ſtedfaſtly to the Oracles 
of G, as our only and ſufficient Rule for all the Purpoſes, of Re- 
ligion. © Only let us not reſt in external Privileges; but let us Evi- 
dence: our Eſteem of a Thankfulneſs for the Scriptures by our careful 
Study of them, and by conſcientious Endeavours of conformity to 
them in Heart and Life, as the only compleat Rule to direct us in 
lying to GOD, practically taking heed thereunto, as to a Light 
ſtüning in a dark Place, until the: Day dawn, and the  Day-ſtar ariſe 
in our Hearts. Thus let us glorify the Word of GOD. | 


Secondly, Learn hence how. detrimental and injurious to a People's 
true Intereſt are thoſe Opinions and Practiſes, that tend to weaken 
and deſtroy the Credit of the Holy Scriptures, or to expoſe them to 
Contempt; and what Enemies they are to the Church of. GOD, as 
well as to their own Souls, who eſpouſe and maintain thoſe. Principles 
and Practices: Such are Deiſts, Anti-ſcripturiſts, Papiſts, Enthuſiaſts. 
The Deiſt under Pretence of the Oracles of Reaſon, decrys the 
Oracles of the living GOD. [But if we allow the Deiſt his Reaſon in 
the height of Perfection, far above: all that has been ever yet diſco- 
ver' d in it's pretended Oracles, tha* he had the Underſtanding of an 
Angel, yet having once offended his Maker, and incurr'd his righ- 
teous Diſpleaſure, it is impoſſible for him to have a well grounded 
Hope of Pardon, and eternal Life, without a Revelation from GOD: 
Or, let him ſay, Whether it be not highly becoming a good and gra- 
cious GOD, ſuppoſing he hath deſigns of Mercy and Forgiveneſs to 
Sinners, to give them a Revelation of it, and of the Terms on 
which they may expect it, to engage their Truſt, Dependance, Love, 
Thankfulneſs and Obedience to Himſelf: Or, whether that Reve- 
lation, we believe, GOD. has given us in the Holy Scriptures, of 
Pardon of Sin and eternal Life, and of the Way and Manner of the 
; Diſpenſation of theſe great Bleſſings, contains any Thing unwor- 
thy of the Divine Perfections, which are evident to natural Reaſon. : 
Or, whether every Thing contain'd in it does not rather tend to illu- 
ſtrate the Glory of them. But, Lo ! They have rejected the Word 
"of- the LORD, and what Wiſdom is in them . | 
Ihe Papiſt ſuppreſſes the infallible Oracles of GOD ta make 
Room for the Oracles of the Man of Sin, Traditions, Councils, 
Canons, and the Deciſions of the pretended infallible Chair. [Which 
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Pretence of Infallibility (if once granted) entirely nulls the Authority 
of the Divine Oracles; for if the Pope, and his Clergy have this 
Power of impoſing what Senſe and Interpretation they pleaſe on 
the Holy Scriptures, and of obliging all to pay a blind / Submiſſion 
to their Magiſterial Dictates, the. Scriptures are no more the Otacles 
of GOD; or,; however they may have the Name, they ceaſe to bind 
the Conſcience in Virtue of a Divine Authority, for they bind only 
in Reſpect of their Senſe and Meaning. He that aſſumes a Power 
of Interpreting the King's Laws authoritatively, and of making them 
ſpeak juſt what he pleaſes, tis plain he takes the Authority out 
of the King's Hands into his -own.- Not to add, that the uſe of the 
Scriptufes is'ſupptreſs'd by the Papal Authority (fo far as it reaches) 
in the vulgar Tongue, ſo that they are become a ſealed Book to all 
but the Learned.] But I hope, this Country has but little Concern 
with theſe two ſorts of Men that impugn the Authority and Repu- 
tation of the ſacred Oracles. C 4.018 *. 
A Third Sort there is, of which it is to be feared there are 
Numbers among us, Who tho' they do not ſo openly aſſault, yet, 
under Pretence of a Veneration for the Holy Scriptures, do really 
and effectually undermine their Credit and Uſefulneſs, whether in- 
tentionally or not; and theſe are Enthufiaſts, who ſubſtitute the Ora - 
cles of their -own Brain, the Dreams and Viſions of a diſtemper'd 
Imagination, inſtead of the Divine Oracles; or at leaſt, ſet them up 
in Competition or Rivalſhip with them, as being of equal Autho- 
rity. : Who Miſtake ſtrong and lively Impreſſions on their Fancies for 
the Inſpiration of the Holy Spirit, which the Prophets and Apoſtles, 
the holy, Penmen of Scripture, were Subjects of; and being perſwaded 
that theyiare Sulſjects of the immediate Dictates of the Spirit, how 
wild, confus'd and erroneous ſoever their Notions. are, they are Proof 
againſt; Conviction by Scripture or Reaſon; for the Teachings and 
Dictates of the Spirit are above all: As for ſober Reaſon, bat is 4 
dull carnal Thing with them; and the Scriptures ſhall have no other 
Senſe; than hat they are taught by the Spirit to put upon them, lich 
is infallible, but indeed no other Senſe: hut vat ſuits the ſtrong Con- 
ceits of their over- heated Imaginations ; ãnhdebeſurel they can have no 
Meaning againſt them for their Conviction in the Mouth of an Oppoſei; 
who is defpis'd. as not having the Spirit, and conſequently as nat cas 
pable of underſtanding the Senſe, of: Scripture cu This, I conſeſs id 
a Method whereby a Man may elude the Force ot the plaineſt Demon 
ſtration. [- F EIT" Pre- 
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Par to Mankind, execpt, that of to which many have been left 
wa veryi awful Manner, thro' the mghteeus judgment of G OD. 
But there needs nothing more with ſober and diſcreet Minds for the 
= Conkutation of the enthuſaBtick Spirit, than the painting it out in its 
deen vnſightly Colours. Tis true, there are Degrees of thisDiftemper of 
Minde nor does it reign in all the Widneſs and 'Extravagancies of it 

equally in all, nor is it to de queſtion d but that many pious well. 

meaning Perſons may be the Subjects of ſome Tincture of it: Neyer- 
theleſs, it is in the e Deppee to be carefully watch'd againſt, as being 
of dangerous Conſequence, and exceedingDetrimental to Religion — 
the Church of G0 D, as it tends to bring Contempt on the facred 

Oracles, to impair and weaken their Authority ahd Credit, which we 
have ſhewed to be the moſt valuable Bleſſing a People are poſſeſs drof ; 
and as it tends to bring Diſorder into the Church and State. And the 
Confuſions and Convulſions in our Churches theſe late Years, the Se- 
parations and Violations of the Bonds of ſacred Covenants, are too 
evidently: owing to the Prevalancy af ſuch a Spirit among us And 
certainly both Miniſters and People ars highly concern'd to manifeſt 
> juſt Deteſtation of, and Zeal againſt all Appearances of this Spirit of 
Enthuſiaſm, in Proportion to the Value we ought to have of the actor 
Oracles as our choiceſt Treaſure. ' 

"Tis evident the great Enemy of Mankind, from the Spite he 
bears to the Holy Soriptures, is behind the Curtain, playing hisGames 
by all theſe his wretched Inſtruments, Infidels, Papiſts, and nthuſiaſts. 

Ihe Inſidel or Deiſt is but a few Removes from the Atheiſt: The 
Atheiſt will not ſee a GOD in his Works of Creation; and the Deiſt 
will not behold a GOD in the Scripture Revelation, wherein theGlories 
of the divine Nature, the Wiſdom and Holineh, the Juſtice andTruth; 
the Grace and Love, the Authority and Majeſty of a GOD ſhine out 
in the Face of his ſubſtantial 2 Ixsus Car$T; mm his Perſon, 
Doctrine, Example, and whole Inſtitution, as clearly and conſpicuouſſy 
to txvery ſerious unprejudiced Mind, as any of the Perfections of the 
umiſible Deity in the Works of Creatiom; and therefore tha A 
reſolves: Infidelity into the Agency of Satan, in blinding Men's 

ſo'clear 4 Light as ſhines in the Face of IE sus Curt, po 
if our Goſpel be Bid, ſaith he, it is hid to them that are loft, in'whom 
abe Gd of this. World hath blinded the Minds bf them that believe nat, 
beſt: be Light of the glorious 1 7 of an who is the Ima iz of Gd, 
— bout 9 —0˙˙⁰—ti- e Lon . 


of the coming of the Man of Sin, after tbe working of 


ſtable and unwary 


is the ready Way to bring all revealed Reli 
make Men turn Atheiſts and Infidels; and the Enthuſiaſt hirmſelf is 

in the utmoſt Danger of Infidelity, when the Vanity of his Pretehees | 
are diſtover'd, being tertipted 


will eaſily diſcern-theDifference between the Dreams of Men, and the 
let him tell a Dream, tell it as a Dream ( ſo ſeme) and be that bath: 


my Word, let bim ſpeak-my Word zaun What is the Gap to 
i be Wheat, ſaith" the Lord ?' 


tures. Their being conſider'd as the Oraeles of GO, beſpeal 


p 
Support of any Errors in Opinom or Prartiee, or ne 5 


- hoheſt Things of GOD, that we converſe | with in this World, and 
ought-ever to be titated” with a 


firm Perfwaſion of the divine 
— as containing the ſure and infafhble Oraeles of O0 and 
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And that Popery; as diſtinct from our common Ghriſtianity, haas 
its Riſe from the ſame Source, we learn from the Apoſtle's Deſeriptioh 
Satan, with all 
Power and Signs and lyin Wonders and with all Deceivableneſs of 
Unrighteouſneſs in them + 
And if Satan'can' accom int Def the ſame Deſign. againſt the Scriptures 
by the Errors of Eachufialn, he can eaſily transform bimſelf into an 
Angel of Light for that Purpoſe, and obtrude his Deluſions upon un- 
Souls, inſtead of the immediate Dictates of the 


Divine Spirit. And tho? Infidelity and Enthuſiaſm be 


N 
(the former rejects all revealed Religion, the latter is a falſe Pretence 
to new Revelations,) yet they befriend and ſtre 


each other more 
perhaps than is tho t. *Tis for want of a ſettled Belief of the Holy 


Scriptures, that Men he open to enthuſiaſtick Impreſſions, and too 


readily admit them: And Entfiuſtaſtm or a falſe Pretence to Inſpiration 
into Contempt, and 


to chink all Revelation, true 
and pretended, alike; tho* ſuch as have their ſpiritual Senſes exerciſed 


Oracles of GOD. He that hath a Dream (faith GOD by the Prophet ) 


I might properly, under this Head, 444 4 Word of Caution and 
Exhortation to all. Of Caution againſt the Abuſe of the Holy" 
$ he 


heſt Reverence/of 'thetfi': Vet us beware of abriſing ' them by 
ical Exphcations 'of them, by mp them to the 


plications ofithem in common Diſcourſe: Nemerrber the Oracle \ 
the holieſt Part of GOD's Temple, and the Scriptures are among the 


Veneration. And let us be 


exhorted to endeavour by all Means to ſcttſe our Minds in a full and 
Original and Authority of the ſuerec 


e 


s 2 Theſſ. 2, 9, 10. t jer, 23. 28 
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d tet: us repair to them, and conſult them on All; Orcaſions: 
Let us be ſerious and diligent in the Peruſal of them: Let us make 
them our — Companions and Counſellours: Let us be open to 
the Light and Conviction they impart to us: And in all Controverſies 
and Diſputes in Religion, let us with an humble Reverence of their 
Authority, ſubmit our Conſciences to their Determination, and practi- 
_— attend to them as a Lamp to our Feet, and Liebt e eur Patb. 


2 T7 ird, We hence ſee the great hace of the minifteriat 
T ruſt. If the Truſt committed to the Civil Magiſtrate, who has the 
Charge of a People's temporal Intereſt, and is appointed the Guardian 
of their civil Rights and Charters by which: they - hold! their Eſtates 
and Liberties, is ſo weighty and important, that it requires: the 
moſt conſummate Wisdom, Integrity and Zeal to manage it aright, 
Ho much more ſo is the Truſt committed to the Miniſters of Re- 
[bgion ? They are intruſted with the ſpiritual and eternal Intereſts of 
a People, with that which is their chief Privilege and Advantage, 
with the Charter of all, their bleſſed Privileges and Hopes ; the 
Divine Oracles being in a ſpecial and ſolemn. Manner put into their 
Hands, of which they are appointed the Stewards to guard and ſecure 
them, and faithfully to diſpenſe them in the Diſcharge of the Duties 
of their miniſterial Function. The Diſpenſation of the glorious 
Goſpel of the bleſſed GOD is committed to their Truſt, by which 
they are to guide and feed, to inſtruct and govern the Souls under 
their Charge: How ſolemn and weighy is this Truſt! Who js 
ſufficient for cheſe Things As this ought to be ſeriouſly ponder- 
ed by us that are Miniſters to excite our zealous and diligent En- 
deavours, in a Dependance on the Fountain of Light and Grace, 
that we may approve our Fidelity to Him that appointed us; ſo it 
- ſhould teach us all to admire the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of GOD in 
chat he has not only given his Church the Scriptures, containing his 
ſacred Oracles, but alſo appointed an Order of Men in it, furniſh'd 
- with ſuitable Gifts and Qualifications, whoſe Buſineſs it ſhould be 
by aſſiduous Study and Preaching to open the Scriptures, and in- 
terpret the Mind and Will of GOD therein unto the People, and 
KH apply the Word to them by Conviction, Reaſonings, by ſerious ur- 
gent Calls and Exhortations, Admonitions and Counſels, for promo- 
ting the Converſion of Souls, and confirming the Faith of Sins, 
1 building them up in Holineſs and Comfort. 
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To them the Holy Bible, is committed for the Uſe luſtruction 
of the People; therefore beſides the Ls Word, ch n Miniſtry is 
a wiſe and uſeful Inſtitution, both for Expl aining che cilfcute Paſſa- 
ges, and inculcating the 49 Truths, of the Bible, without which 
People would, be apt to caſt it 72 * 95 ſealed Bock. Ol let it eh by 
as a neglected Boge. When Philip 5 Hach Fanuch 1 
Scripture, he puts OV ion, 10% 
thou readeſt N He r 0 Farr. except ſome. 97% 2255 
s So there are, many aſſages in Scripture of gf t Vie 5 2 5 
common People can't underſtand, except they have foe to guide 
and inſtruct them and. tho all Things if the. Holy | Oracles neceſſar 
to Salvation be intelligible and plain, yet the generality of Pec ople, 
Sloth and Negligence, or the Averſion of. Their. inds 50 eee 
Things, would. r e to m great and! importan 
contained in them, if they were not N h bro't to 3 — — 
and urg d upon them with Light and Force by the Preachers of the 
Word: Which ſhews the Neceſſity and, Vchitnels af dle o_ 


ment of this Order of Men, to whom Week has committed the 
Feen ak:hus Ge ] J irg | g 17 


CT) 5 14 


* vgs 
Euurfbh, Let all ho. have this 880 1555 Fe? to Thank; 


be exhorted to Faithfulneſs in the diſcharge it it. Suffer me now, 
Reverend F. athyrs,. and Brethren, to be a Fete more particular under 


this Head, in ſhewing the Duties incumbent on us as Miniſters of 
Religion, and our Obligations to the faithful Diſcharge ot it. 


In ſhewing what it is this Truſt obliges us to, let me app ly 
Declaration of . the, Apoſtle in the Form of àn Exhortation. 1 Te be. 


2. 4. , wwe are allowed of G00 to be put in Truſt with' the Goſpel; 
ſo we ſpeak, (ſo let us ſpeak) not as pleaſing Men, but God which tri- 
eth our Hearts; or as another A poltle Grects, Let us A4 85 as theOra- 
cles of GOD. ag 

And, firſt of all, It concerns us to have a (at > Perſwaſion, that 


We are allowed of GOD to be put in Truſt with His Oracles ; that we 
are authoriz d and commiſſiohed by him. Now there is à twofold 
Approbation of GOD with reſpect to the Miniſters of the Goſpel, 


the Firſt, more General, declared in his, revealed Will, the Scriptures « of 


— — 
u Act. 8. 30, 31. Arr. 
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as are 16120 of GOD to be pur in Truſt With * * rot, 


To he 0 0 Office, and Wor 
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the Nen, Teſtament, „ herein the [Qualifications requiſite co the fa- 
cred Office are Geibel, that thoſe Who are veſted in it thould- be 
Men of approved Virtue and Piety, of ſuperiour Knowledge and 
Gifts, Dun in Faith, and 3 in Life, and regularly ſeparated to 


their Office; 5 and "es appear to be thus qualified accor- 
re e of G00 "revealed Will, they are to be 
0 fre, 35 app row af GOD to be put in Truſt 


with he Coche. te have oh Oracles committed to them. The 
ſacend, more ey Approbation, that which is founded on the 

ret. and e Knowledge, which GOD. alone hath of the Heart, 
6 Mee If thele be be right | ir Nis phe,” then "hy 


the. ] peo Ae probation. 
ow reſp A 870 8 geheral A ee of Milter, which lis 


revealed. Will declares, Sick i 2 alone Rule whereby we are able 
to Top a Judgment of Men's Qualification for the ſacred Miniſtry, 
9 75 -Permitted to a pt without Vanity or Flattery, of 
ws 1 75 Monſter mſters of this without any invidious Com- 
pamſors with the Miniſtry ' of other Churches, nnd they are ſuch 


Men of conſpicious Learning, and Piety, Fuftthfu NM. 
and apt to teach others (the Scripture Characters of thoſe to gn 
Truſt, by divine Warrant, the ſacred Oracles are to be committed) 
and. who haye, all e Scripture 's aa to their orderly. Separation 
And G00 grant, this ans Tel. 
mony, may be ever given the Miniſters 'of theſe Churches, with 
equal Truth and J ultice. | 
mk Injur ry; chen is it to their Reputation arid Ufcfulntſs, to 


be repreſented (as. tothe greater Part) as Men unconverted; and as 
having e ſniritol Acquaintance with. ARIST, and no 


on\they Preach ; and what a groſs Violation is this 


po the 3 Ne harity, which teaches and obliges us to believe 


all Things, and to hope all Things, and to think or ſuſpect mo evil 


where there is parent Evidence * ? By which Rule of Charity, 
RT EE well of all, both Miniſters and Chriſtians, 


pen and eſteem others better than 2998 ', whoſe Converſation 


agrees with their Profeſſion, who are Sound ir Principle, and regu- 
dar. in their Deportment (which 4 is the only Evidence that falls under 
humane Cogmzance).and to leave the Secrets of the Heart to GOD 


— th. 


.lax 1 Cor, 13. 5 7. J Phil, 2. 3. 
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And; what a Wound is given tot ugh; 

ee ohithe Menifee. We. can't, 2 Edt = ern 

ſod Effects of this cenſorious e a chat has e 

in the Land, in the prepoſterous, Zeal that People 

ported with, iich hasogcabon'g ſo, ;many Dimes TEE 

uicharitable.;Separations and, Diviſions, in many; pt Sur £ 

and when Peoplle ate told, chat ee re 5 be 

the Life of Religion in our Congregations is, 

ers have dead Hearts, but-berauſe they — An to 5 85 

to them; what a et Pleaſure, may we 8 the congl Hewes 

of Men to; take - in finding the blarne thus. tramſerred 9 

niſtars / and theraſelyes ſo fat excuſed for thai long eee 

unden chu Preaching, of the ſdund Doctrine of CRISTH ? For which 


they ſhoulch rather condemn themſelves, and mourn bitterly. And 
hat a ſtrong tendency has this, to alienate them from their Miniſters, 


8 ee unbib d ſuch Prejudices? There 7 of be 


a grdater Diſſervice to Religion than bringing the Miniſtry into 
repute; with: People: Therefore we find! che great Apoftl 8 
mg a conkiderable Part! of ſeveral of his Epiſtles, e 
al Character and Conduct, as knowing that — = 
Souts could do nothing more effectually to Ohſtruct 3 of the 
Goſpel, than by diſerediting the Preachers of it. Ho « homer: te 
tay be'reproact'd: by open Rnemirs, or pretended Friends, if 5 —— 
are fuel as af be dend, acchrling to Scripture Rules, ih 
&f GOD ts be put. im Truſt wich chis Oracles, it is at Men's Peril 
refuſe to attend their Inſtructions that which many now pl 
Cauſe of their Separation) will but aggravate their Guile in 
of Accounts. 13 TEC 2 N * vIsncn: n He 16 Para = 
re Fathers" and Rrtthibtb, La /it not fuffice. us chat 
be able:t6-juftify | ourſelves dgainſt the caſh Cenſures of weak. 
Men; Hut let us confider that we have/to do WN a GOD, —— not 
only knows, but tries the Heart 3 which,-as it affords . 
Sn Mer s Reprbachet run Ceniares, bilſt our: 
— ch integrity ſo it obliges ua eusct Que and 
fulneſs] tllat we may the Uprighaeneſo/ df our. Hearts 
and to do all” Things ds in his Sight, with Binderity and Fal 3 
otherwiſe a Reputation with Men will avail us but little, for. he that 
judgeth us vr the Lord; and-it ſheuld be our chief Salicitude and Aim 
to commend ourſelves to his ſpecial r _ ler me 


on to ſay in the next Place, 11 
as | That 
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io Tiat' being 40) wedd of GOD to be put in Truſt with the Diſpenſa- 
tion of his Gel let us approve our Fidelity to Him in the Diſ- 
tharge of this oY let us 2 adhere to the ſacred Oracles, and 
. ourſelves by their Inſtructions in theſe three Branches of our 
ce and Employment. . In our Preaching and Doctrine. 2. In 
adininiſtring bg the OI. and Government of the Church. . In 
committing the miniſterlal Truſt to others; for all which we are 
abundantly furniſhed with Inſtructions from the Holy Scriptures. 
t. In our Preathing and Doctrine. Let us ſpeak as tbe Oracles of 
| GOD ſpeak, and that both as to Matter and Manner. 
Firſt, As to the Matter of 6ur Doctrine: Let it be Meme b 
of GOD. This'is our Charge, Preach tb ord-; the dH fully, the 
Word only, then we ſhall ſpeak as pleaſe GOD, when we declare his 
whole Counſel, and nothing but his Counſel. We are not leſt to our 
OWN Opinions, or Fancies, or Experiences, to judge what is moſt 
ary to GOD or moſt conducive to the Good of Souls; but he 
evi ly proſeribed to ud in his Word, what it is his Plea- 
1555 We dF without diminiſhing from i it, or adding to it. 
One great End f Pttatting is to convince and convert Souls: Now 
it is only by the Pure Word of GOD that the divine Spirit may be 
ed to o erate for this Purpoſe. ¶ they had ftood in iy Counſel 
( faith GOD'by' the Pro 5 ag Yam had icanſed-my People to beur my 
ne they they ſhou have turned thimifrom: their evil-Heey *, But 
if Men, not conteft with the awful Declarations of the Word .of 
GOD, for awakeivris Sinners unto Repentance and Converſion, ſet 
themſelves to deviſe ſomething more frightful to aſtoniſh the Minds, 
and alarm che /Paſſions: of their Hearers, they: go off from their 
Warrant, and can't rationally ſuppoſe, that the Effectuof ſueh (3 
Method hate ver it be) on Men's Minds, proceeds from the Con- 
clirrence of the? 'of GOD. Another Eid. of the Miniſtry is 
10 adminiſter Vomforr to vounded Gonſciences, and dilconſ lite 
Souls: Here we muſt beware of dawbing with untempered Mortar. 
We muſt fetek all our Ar of Comfott from the ſacred Ora- 
cles; "they muſt be the Comforts ofthe Scripturs a ſuch, Comforts as 
Are founded da, and wr ai by the Scripture. We muſt ſtudy 
theſe,” 450 ark er. ee e ſpeak in the en 
the Dokb. * $31 21. l 722 "ne nale. 9012 Jab. £ ; 
Crs Oo A * — - | 
Tt ML a G WO lie xIow: i. fab We; 216 on 2 le P12: 33 
(7.3 Time 4 2, 8 Jer, 23. 22. EE! HR) 
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Nor are the leſs important Matters of the Word to be the chief 
Subject of our Miniſtry ; for tho? every Tittle of GOD's Word hath 
its. Weight, yet there are the greater Matters of the Goſpel, as well 
as of the Law, which ought to be chiefly inſiſted on, if we would 
approve ourſelves faithful Diſpenſers.of the Divine Oracles. Let me 
particularly Inſtance in Three weighty Subjects, which, as: they are 
the principal Matter of the Oracles of GOD, fo they ſhould: be of our 
Preaching, viz. CarisT Jesus, The Doctrine of Grace, and, 
Practical Religion and. Holineſs. 

[ 1. CarisT JESUs, who is the great Subject of the Oracles of 
GOD. The Old Teſtament Predictions concerning CuRISsT are 
eſpecially intended, (as ſome think) by the Oracles of GOD in our 
Text, He was ſpoken of by the Mouth of the holy Prophets, which 
have been ſince the World began. And it is the ſpecial Work and 
Office of Goſpel Miniſters to preach CHRIST FESUS the LORD. 
But by the preaching of CHRIST, I don't mean, that we ſhould con- 
fine our Preaching to the Perſon and Offices of CyxrisT. The 
Phraſe of Preaching CHRIST, which ſo often occurs in the New- 
Teſtament, is of much larger Extent in its Signification, it intends 
preaching the whole Chriſtian Revelation: As the . preaching of 
Moſes in the Jewiſh Synagogues (for Moſes is ſaid to have them that 
preach Him, being read in the Synagogues every Sabbath Day © ) means 
the preaching of the Law of Moſes, or the Doctrine contained in 
the Five Books of Moſes : So the preaching ef CHRIST 
ſignifies nothing leſs than preaching the Goſpel of CuRIST, the 
whole Revelation of CarisT : Nay further, we may be faid to 
preach CyrIsT, when we preach the moral Duties injoined in the 
Goſpel of CHRIST, provided we preach them upon Goſpel Grounds, 
on which they are enjoin'd. Felix deſired Paul to preach to him 
the Faith of, Cyr1sT ; and, doubtleſs, he did not diſappoint his Ex- 
pectation, when he preach*d before him; but what did he preach? 
The ſacred Hiſtorian tells us no more, but that He reaſoned of Righ- 
teouſneſs, Temperance, (moral Duties) and Judgment to come ©. There- 
fore it becomes an Evangelical Preacher to inculcate and enforce mo- 
ral Duties, by the Motives of Goſpel Revelation ; but the preaching 
moral Duties only, or chiefly, will convey but little Life or Savour to 
the Hearers. It may deſerve our Notice and Conſideration, that *tis 
only by the preaching of ſupernatural Truths, or the Doctrine and 


m— 


b Luk. 1. 70. e 2 Cor. 4. 5. d ct. 15. 21. e Act 24. 25. 
| Revelation 
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Revelation of Ixsus Curtsr, that the ſupernatural Grace of the 
Spirit is conveyed for rene wing the Souls of Men unto the Likeneſs 
of GOD, and fitting them for Heaven. We are waſhed and ſanctiſed 
— in the Name of the Lord FESUS (by the Goſpel preach'd in his 
Name) and by the Spirit of our GO D. There are many eternal 
Truths in the Writings of Seneca, Cicero, Plutarch, and other grave 
Heathen Moraliſts ; and it had been happy for the World had they 
been more generally embrac'd and tranſcrib'd in Men's Practices; 
but they had little or noEfficacy on a corrupt World, for the Amend- 
ment of it. If it be aſk*d, why GOD did not give forth his Spirit to 
make thoſe Truths and Precepts of Morality effectual for the Refor- 
mation of Mankind? I take the main Reaſon to be, that GOD re- 
ſerv'd this Honour for the Revelation and Doctrine of his Son, the 
Goſpel of our Lord Jzsvs, which is of far greater Authority than any 
other meer humane Inſtitution, and is much better adapted to inſtruct 
and reform Mankind ; and as it contains the moſt excellent Syſtem of 
Precepts, far beyond any moral Philoſophy that ever appeared in the 
World before, ſo the Truths and Doctrines of this Revelation are 
with admirable Wiſdom ſuited to work upon the Souls and Conſciences 
of Men, and ſuch as it appears worthy of GOD to own, by the Diſ- 
penſation of his Spirit from Heaven. The Love of GOD the FarHRER, 
the Grace of the REepzEMER, the Blood and Interceſſion of IEsus 

CrrrsT, the Doctrine of Repentance for the Remiſſion of Sins in his 
Name, of the Righteouſneſs of Faith, of the Reſurrection and laſt 
Judgment, of a future State of Rewards and Puniſhments ; theſe are 
Doctrines peculiar to the Oracles and Revelations of JESUS ChRIST, 

theſe are Doctrines that have a cloſe Correſpondence with Men's Con- 
ſciences, and come with a peculiar Light & Force upon them, with theſe 
the Holy Spirit concurs, and inſinuates his Influences for the enlivening 
and renewing the Souls of Men. Let us then, my Fathers and 

Brethren, make theſe the chief Subject of our Miniſtry, the Life and 
Strength of our Preaching, for promoting vital Piety; and all religious 
Practice lies in theſe. To preach theſe Doctrines, and the reſt that 
depend on them, or are connected with them, is properly and emi- 
nently to preach ChRISTr. | | WES 
2. Another principal Subject is the Doctrine of Grace, which is in- 
deed, no other than the Doctrine of ChRIS HH; but I conſider it 
here, as that Divine Attribute which gave Riſe to the Oracles of the 
Scriptures, and the Diſpenſation of Jzsus CHRIST, and which ap- 
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pears, moſt Conſpicuous in the whole Contexture of the Chriſtian 
Scheme, the Glory whereof is defign'd as the ultimate Scope of All. 
Now one great End of the Miniſtry which we have receiv'd of our 
Lord Ixsus, is, To teſtify the Goſpel of the Grace of GOD *. We 
have great Reaſon to magnify and admire the rich and free Grace of 
GOD to ſinful periſhing Men, and on all Occaſions to ſpeak the 
Praiſes of it. We are to teach the People what the Grace, of GOD 
hath already done for them, in providing a Redeemer allſufficient, 
in affording them the Goſpel Miniſtration, and in the common Influ- 
ences of the Spirit going along with it, to excite and aſſiſt their 
Endeavours in order to their Recovery from Sin and Ruin, We 
are to teach, and inculcate the Neceſſity of ſupernatural ſpecial 
Grace in the Work of Converſion, Sanctification and Perſeverance. 
We are to hold forth the relative Privileges of Grace, Election, Re- 
demption, Remiſſion of Sins, Juſtification, and eternal Salvation; 
all which we are to teach them to aſcribe to the free and unmerited 
Favour of GOD, and to look for theſe invaluable Benefits from the 
Hands of free Grace, and not on the Score of any Merit of their own: 
In the mean Time, We ought to uſe great Wiſdom and Caution 
in Explaining and ſetting forth the Doctrines of Grace, that we 
may not be acceſſary to the horrible Abuſe of it, to Licentiouſneſs, 
which is ſo notorious, and ſo highly provoking to GOD in the 
Chriſtian World. We are to teach Grace, ſo as not to exclude, but 
encourage Man's Endeavours in working out his own Salvation ; ſo 
as not to exclude the Neceſſity of good Works, as if Grace muſt 
do all for us, and we nothing; but ſo as to urge the neceſſary Con- 
nection of Grace with true and real Holineſs; which Connection 
will appear if we conſider Grace, either as a Principle, or as a Pri- 
vilege : As a Principle put into us by the Spirit of GOD, unleſs it 
ſanctify us, and carry us out to all Goſpel Holineſs, Grace will 
do nothing for us in any other Way to bring us to Heaven: As a 
Privilege in our Pardon, Juſtification, Gc. ſo it is inviolably con- 
netted with the Goſpel Terms of Faith, Repentance and new Obe- 
dience, without which we can have no Title to thoſe ' Privileges, and 
tis meer Preſumption to look for any Share in them ; ſo the Grace 
of GOD that bringeth Salvation, rightly explain'd, does in the 
ſtrongeſt Manner inforce our Duty upon us, and teach us to deny 
Ungodlineſs, and worldly Luſts, and to live ſoberly, righteouſly 
and Godlily in this preſent World. 7 
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, Fractital Religion and Holineſs, the grea Deſign of the Oracles 
of G0, is another weighty Subject that ought to be chiefly inſiſted 
on by the faithful Diſpenſers of theſe Oracles. This is the main Uſe 
and End of the inſpired Scriptures, as they are profitable for Inſtruction 
in Righteouſneſs *, This the Apoſtle requires Goſpel Miniſters to 
Miem conſtantly,” that they which have believed in God be careful to 
maintain good Worts; to inculcate all the Duties of the moral Law 
upon Goſpel Principles; all the Doctrines of Grace lead to this, (as 
have already obſerv*d) and this is the great End of the whole Dif- 
penſation of the Redeemer. ChRIST gave himſelf a Sacrifice and 
Ranhſom to redeem us from Sin, and purify unto himſelf a peculiar 
= People, '2enlous of good Works *. See the Drift of Cux1sT's Love to 
Souls, He ved the Church and gave himſelf for it; that he might 
= ſantify and cleanſe it. And in preaching his Goſpel, let our Love 
and Compaſſion to Souls have the ſame Scope: It ſhould not ſa- 
tisfy this Love, to bring Men to a looſe general Faith in CHRIST, 
WW as a Saviour, which leaves them careleſs of due Reſpects to his Laws; 
but our great aim and Study ſhould be, to have CyrrsT formed in 
mem, the Image of -CyrxisT conſiſting in a Conformity of Temper 
and Behaviour to his Goſpel and Spirit, or the new Man, in Righ- 
W tcouſneſs and true Holineſs, without which no Man ſhall ſee the 
= Lorp. This is the chief End of the Inſtitution of the Miniſtry, 
and of all faithful Preaching, and the true Succeſs of the Miniftry 
ies in gaining this End.] Thus much for'the Matter of Preaching : 
We muſt ſpeak what the Oracles of GOD warrant. 
= © Secondly, As to the Manner. We muſt ſpeak as the Oracles of 
= GOD, not only ſeriouſly and reverently, as all ſacred Things ought to 
be treated, but alſo comformably to the Example of the DivineOracles, 
and the Manner of Speaking uſed therein; that is to ſay, Plainly, 
= 'Truely, Affectionately, Boldly, Fully. | 
T. Plaznly. The peculiar Recommendation of the Divine Oracles 
is cheir Plainneſs and Perſpicuity in all the important Matters of Faith 
and Salvation: So we ſhould ſtudy Plainneſs in Preaching, that we 
= may. accommodate ourſelves to the Underſtandings and Conſciences of 
EB our Hearers. Now the Vail is taken off Moſes his Face. We the Mi- 
niſters of the New Teſtament (faith the Apoſtle) uſe great plainneſs of 
Speech. This agrees well to the clear and ſpiritual Diſpenſation we 
are under. The Ornaments of Diction may ſuit and pleaſe the Fancy, 
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but *ris the plain Truth, repreſented in its Nature, Majeſty and Force, 
that reaches the Conſcience : *Tis plain and clear Reaſoning that con- 
vinces the Judgment and goes to the Heart. 

2. Truely. Telling Men the Truth impartially, whether it pleaſe 
or diſpleaſe, as the Orucles of GOD do, giving them a faithful Repre- 
ſentation of the Mind and Will of GOD. He that hath my Word 
( faith GOD in the Prophet“) let him ſpeak my Word faithfully. 
T was a true Character given to our Saviour ( tho* by his inſidious 
Adverſaries, flattering and tempting him) and a very honourable one, 
Maſter, we know that thou are art true, and teacheſt the Way of God 
in Truth, neither careſt thou for any Man, for thou regardeſt not the 


Perſon of Men. A Character highly becoming every Meſſenger 


from GOD. | 

3. Aﬀe#ionately. The Holy Ghoſt, we find in Scripture, putting 
on humane Affections in ſpeaking to Men, to accommodate himſelf 
to the Nature of Man's Soul; fo we ſhould endeavour to get our own 
Hearts affected with the Truths we deliver, and to ſpeak of them 
with Affection to others: Not that a Preacher ſhould chiefly addreſs 
the Aﬀections of his Hearers ; but he ought to do'it in a judicious 
Way, ſuiting Affections to the Nature of the Matter diſcours'd, that 
the Light imparted to the Underſtanding might proportionably in- 
fluence the Affections; thus the Oracles of GOD muſt come from our 
Lips as lively Oracles. Tis the Obſervation of the learned and pious 
Mr. Morton *. that, „This ſeems to be the great Difference ( with 
many) between preaching viva Voce (the ordinary converting Or- 
“ dinance of GOD) and bare Reading in private, that no Writing 
can ſo well expreſs Affections, tho* the Matter, and perhaps the 
% very Words are the ſame. ?? 

4. Boldly, and with Authority: As the Scriptures ſpeak in GOD's 
Name, not as courting Men's Affections with plauſible, inſinuating 
Language, or uſing ſubtle Arts to gain their Aſſent to its Truths or 
Compliance with its Dictates, but in a Majeſtick Stile, declaring; 
the Will of GOD to Men (thus ſaith the LORD) and (as it were) 
with an holy Air of Indifference, whether they will hear, or whether 
they will forbear, leaving their Conſci:nces to anſwer it at their Pe- 


n Jer. 23 28 o Matt. 22. 16. 

* See his Aut ice to Candidates for the Miniſtry, &c. Pieſerv'd in Dr Calam's 
Contiruation of che Account of the ejected Miniſters in the County of Cornwall. 
The whole (tuo calculated for different Times) is well worth the Peruſal of all that 
intend the Miniſtry. 


ril; 


I 46 A Convention SERMON. 


ril: So being well aſſur'd of the Truth and divine Authority of our 
Meſſage, we ſhould ſpeak the Word boldly, without baulking any 
Truth out of a Deſire of the Favour and Fear of the Diſpleaſure of 
any Man. 

5. Fully. As GOD has revealed to us his whole Counſel in the 
Scriptures, ſo we ſhould endeavour faithfully to declare the whole 
Counſel of GOD, and keep back nothing that is profitable to People's 
Souls. In all theſe Reſpects we ſhould aim and endeavour to ſpeak as 
the Oracles of GOD : And in order hereto we ſhould be careful to 
ſpeak what has been prepar'd by previous Study and Meditation ; 
without which we ſhall be in Danger of being raſh with our Mouths, 
to utter Things inconſiſtent with, and unbecoming the Oracles of 
GOD. And it argues great Irreverence towards GOD, to offer to 
ſpeak in his Name as his Mouth to his People, without having di- 
geſted the Meſſage, both as to Matter and proper Expreſſions, which 
we are to deliver in ſo folemn a Manner; and it alſo argues too 
great Contempt of our Hearers, to entertain them or rather to put 
them off with extemporary and unſtudied Harangues. 

Let me therefore recommend it to my younger Brethren eſpecially, 
and Candidates for the Miniſtry, to take Care that their Sermons be 
well labour'd and ſtudied, and committed to Writing, for the better 
avoiding ſuch crude, incoherent and unſcriptural Expreſſions, to ſay 
no worſe, which are often the Effect of extemporary Effuſions. The 
Preacher ſhould ſeek to find out acceptable Words, that what is written 
may be upright, even Words of Truth. Study to fhew thy ſelf ap- 
proved unto GOD ( faith the Apoſtle ) rightly dividing the Werd of 
Truth *, which can be but poorly done without deepStudy and Pene- 
tration : Nor without this will you be able to ſpeak as the Oracles of 
GOD in the foremention'd Reſpects, eſpecially, not ſo plainly, fo 
truely, nor ſo fully. Not /o plainly to the Underſtanding of the 
Hearers. *Tis ſcarce poſſible for the ableſtSpeaker to deliver aDiſcourſe 
ſo correct, methodical and intelligible to the Audience extempore, as 
if he had ſtudied for it before-hand. The End of Study is not to 
embelliſh our Sermons with fine Rhetorical Flouriſhes, or the moſt 
delicate Turns of Expreſſions ; but, that we may, in the plaineſt 
Manner, ſet home divine Truths on the Hearts and Conſciences of 
the Hearers, which will require a great deal of Fore-thought and- 
Deliberation. Not /o truely, but that ſome Errors, tho* undeſigned, 
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or ſome unguarded Expreſſions will flip from you, which cannot be 
ſo well adjuſted to ſtrict Truth: The flips of the Tongue to a Man 
that uſes his beſt Endeavours to prevent them, are indeed pardonable 
but not ſo to him, who in the Neglect of Study profeſſes to depend 
on the Spirit for Utterance; but he ſhould be convinced, that where 
the natural Powers GOD has given Men, rightly uſed, are ſufficient 
by the Aſſiſtance of common Grace, there the extraordinary ſuper- 
natural Grace of the Spirit is not needed, .nor is it promiſed, nor 
therefore can it warrantably be expected. And I may add, not ſo 
fully, for tho* a Man of tolerable Elocution, may be able to Diſcourſe 
plauſibly, without much Study, on ſome few popular Subjects; yet 
his Thoughts running moſtly in the ſame Channel, and on the fame 
Subjects, he muſt be ſuppoſed to leave out of his Preaching many 
neceſſary and important Truths of the Word, or but ſuperficially touch 
them; and he will be far from declaring the whole Counſel of GOD, 
which requires laborious Study and cloſe Application of Mind in ſearch- 
ing the Holy Scriptures. Let us not think it an eaſy Matter to ſpeak 
e that flows naturally from 


us, but muſt be acquir'd, by the Bleſſing of GOD, on our ſerious and 
painful Endeavours. But to proceed, 

2. In the Adminiſtration of the Diſcipline and Government of the 
Church, let the ſacred Oracles be our ſole Rule and Guide. The Man 
of GOD is ſufficiently furniſhed hence with all neceſſary Inſtructions for 
the Exerciſe of that Rule and Government that is committed to him 
in the Houſe of GOD. So that here is no room for humane Conſtitu- 
tions for this Purpoſe, which are both unneceſſary and unlawful : For 
if Jesus CHRIST be the ſole Lord and King of his Church, as is 
confeſs'd by all, it follows, that it is by his Laws, and his only, that 
his Church muſt be govern'd. And the Authority committed to us 
for the Exerciſe of this Government, is not Magiſtratical, butMiniſte- 
rial. We are to open and declare only the Laws of Jzsus CRRIST, 
and in his Name to require Obedience to them ; and to take Care 
that the Orders of the great Lord of the Houſe, be obſerv*d by all 
his Family. We are to teach all that He has commanded, and only 
what He has commanded in the ſacred Oracles ; thence we have 
full Directions as to the Qualifications of thoſe whom we are to admit 
as Members of his Family or Church; and for inſtructing the ſeveral 
Members of it in the Duties of Church Relation; and for correcting 
and reproving Errors and Miſcarriages; and for the Guidance of the 
ſeveral Flocks under our Charge, in the Adminiſtration of the Cenſures 
| of 
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of the Church : In all which we muſt keep cloſe to the inſpired Scrip- 
tures as 2, compleat Rule ; theſe point out to us the ſeveral Offenders 
that are to be dealt with, and the Manner of proceeding with them. 

And here let me humbly offer it to the Conſideration of my Reve- 
rend Fathers and Brethren, Whether the diſorderly Separations that 
have ſo greatly prevaiPd in the ſeveral Churches of the Land, have 
been duly animadverted on in the Way of Ecelgſiaſtical Diſcipline, as 
the Oracles of GOD warrant and require? Or, whether nothing re- 
mains further or more effectually to be done in that Way, in Teſtimony 
againſt, and in Remedy of, ſuch lamentable Diſorders ? For whatever 
Men's religious Pretences are, I am perſwaded, that the Violations of 
ſolemn Vows to GOD in ſeparating from a Church, without juſt and 
neceſſary Cauſe, are no light Sins; for are not ſuch Separations a 
plain Breach of that ſacred Covenant to which every Member who is 
admitted into our Communion, at adult Age, ſolemnly profeſſes his 
Conſent, to walk in that Relation according to the Ordinances and 
Commandments of the Goſpel of CHRIST And does not our 
Platform, agreeably to the Scriptures, declare, that to ſeparate 
from a Church, out of Schiſm, or want of Love, or a Spirit of 
Meekneſs, and Forbearance, is unlawful and ſinful T? And ſhould 
ſuch Sins paſs uncenſur'd ? | 

If it be ſaid, This will be to uſe violent Meaſures, and rather in- 
ereaſe the Separation. I anſwer, that the Exerciſe of holy Diſcipline 
which CarisT has committed to the Church and its Miniſtry, ac- 
cording to the Rules of the Goſpel, is far diſtant from Methods 
of Violence. We are to proceed, in dealing with Offenders in a 
Way of Duty, and Obedience to CHRIST, and, as the Goſpel re- 
quires, with much Tenderneſs and Long-ſuffering, Love and Com- 
paſſion to their Souls; faithfully repreſenting to them their Sin 
and Danger as Tranſgreſſors of the Law of CHRIST, in order to 
their being reduc'd from their Wandrings ; exhibiting, as much as 
poſſible, the Compaſſions of our great High Prieſt towards zhe 
ignorant and them that are out of the Way. And this is not uſing 
Methods of Violence. 

And, -as for the increaſing the Separation by this Means, I con- 
Teſs, I am of another Mind: This appears to me to be the moſt 
likely Method of putting a Stop to it, by Keeping up the Reverence 
of Order in the Church of GOD ; by repreſenting the Beauty and 


+ See Platform, Chap. xiii. Sect. 1. and 5. — — — 
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City broken down, and without Walls, leaving Men at their Li- 


admit them occaſionally to officiate in our Congregations, or ſtatedly 
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Majeſty of CuRIS T's ſpiritual Government; by letting Men know 
that the Church of ChRIST is not a confuſed Rout, or like 4 


berty to go and come without Controul; but that there is an holy 
Order and Rule, they muſt ſubmit to, by which the Church ap- 
pears moſt amiable in itſelf, and in the Eyes of all its Friends and 
Wellwiſhers, who rejoyce in bebolding its Order; and to all its Op- 
poſers, terrible as an Army with Banners. And we have great Rea- 
ſon to truſt the Bleſſing of CyrisT on his own Inſtitution, with- 
out fear of the Conſequences, ''while we are found in the Way of 
our Duty. Whereas the letting fall the ſtrictneſs of Diſcipline ' has 
a viſible Tendency to bring Contempt on Churches, and on all 
inſtituted Religion, and to open a Door of Licentiouſneſs to Church 
Members: But J ſhall add no more, but leave it to Conſideration. 
Only let me ſay, whatever may be tho't of what I have now pro- 
poſed, with Reſpect to our Separatiſts: It is certainly a Fault for 
any to Countenance and confirm them in their Separation, by hold- 
ing Communion with them in any | Goſpel Ordinance : The Prin- 
ciple of Catholick Charity wlll not bear them out here; for tho* 1 
am to love all Men, yet I am not oblig'd -to expreſs this Love to 
all, by holding Goſpel. Fellowſhip with them, no, not to all Chriſti- 
ans; yea, I am oblig'd not to do it, Ve command yon (ſaith the 
Apoſtle *. ) in the Name of our Lord - FESUS. CHRIST that ye with. 
draw your ſelves from every Brother that walketh diſorderly (out of 
his Rank or Station, as the Word ſignifies) and not after the Traditi- 
on, which he received of us. i. e. Not according to the Rule of the 
Goſpel. And Chriſtians are required to mark them which cauſe Di- 
viſions and Offences,' contrary to the Doctrine which they have learned, 
and avoid them *.., But J go on, T% | | | 
3. In admitting others to the Miniſtry, or in committing this 
ſacred Truſt to them, let us in like Manner, govern ourſelves by 
Preſcriptions of the Divine Oracles. And that, whether we 


into the Office of the Miniſtry by Ordination, to a certain Charge. 

o this Purpoſe we have full Directions given us in the ſacred Oracles, 
eſpecially in Paul's Epiſtles to Timothy and Titus, I which were de- 
ſign'd for a ſtanding Rule to Miniſters and Churches to be obſerv'd 
inviolably until the ſecond appearing of our Lord IEsus CHRIST „J 
and that both as to the Qualifications.of the Perſons to be admitted in- 
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to the Miniſtry, and the Nature and Deſign of their Office; and be- 
ing the Guardians of this ſacred Treaſure, and intruſted with the Diſ- 
penſation of it, we ought in Faithfulneſs to guard our People againſt 
uninſtituted and unqualified Teachers. 

Great Complaints have been made of ItinerantPreachers in theLand, 
and: publick ſolemn Teſtimonies borne againſt them (by a great Num- 
ber of learned and pious Paſtors of Churches, in all Parts of the Land) 
as the Authors of all or moſt of theDiſturbances in our religious Affairs. 
Others again have countenanc'd and encourag'd them, and highly 
eſteem'd them as eminent Men of GOD, and the happy Inſtruments 
of the Revival of Religion among us: But now what ſay the Oracles 
of GOD ? Our fallible Reaſonings pro or ron, muſt all ceaſe and 
end in Silence, hen the Oracles of GOD ſpeak. To State the Caſe, 
I apprehend this Sort of Men, who are teſtify*d againſt by ſome, and 
pleaded for by others, are fuchPreachers, who have no certain Charge 
(or having deſerted it) travel about in a Chriſtian Country (where are 
Churches regularly conſtituted under fix'd Paſtors and Teachers) from 
Place to Place, preaching in one Pariſh and another, where they ſee 
meet, under no certain Limitations : Now, if the Oracles of GOD 
have declared in Favour of fuch an Officer, and ſuch a Practice in 
the Chriſtian Church, we muſt hold our Peace; and thoſe are greatly 
to be blamed who have a *d with ſo much Zeal againſt it : But 
on the other Hand, if no Warrant for ſuch a Practice can be found in 
the ſacred Scripture; if no ſuch Officer be inſtituted there, then it is 
certainly upon right Grounds that both the one and the other are diſ- 
claim'd and rejected: For ſince it depends on the poſitive Will of 
the ſupream Lawgiver to inſtitute Officers and Ordinances in his 
Church, his giving Commiſſion to ſome to preach the Goſpel, does 
in the Nature of the Thing exclude others, who have not ſuch Com- 
miſſion, then thoſe of our Reverend Fathers and Brethren, who have 
born their Teſtimony againſt it, are not only to be juſtified, but highly 
to be commended as prudent and faithful Watchmen upon our Walls; 
aud ſurely their Teſtimony and Advice deſerves to be well pondered 
and compar'd with Scripture ; yea, and it muſt alſo be found Repug- 
nant to it before it be lighted. 

| And, indeed, ſetting aſide the Conſideration of the good or bad 


| Conſequences of this Practice of Itinerant Preaching, where do we 


| find the leaſt Footſteps of an Inſtitution in Scripture, for ſuch an 
= unfix'd ſtanding Officer ( pardon the Term) in the Chriftian Church? 
= Where do we find any other than Paſtors and Teachers, otherwiſe 


term d Biſhops and Elders, appointed for Continuance in the Chu 8 
. 1 who 


= 
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who are limited in their Ordination to particular Churches *, with an 
expreſs ſolemn Charge to take heed to the Flock of which they were 
made Overſeers to rule and feed that particular Flock of GOD that is 
intruſted to their Care“? Thoſe who undertake to Apologize for any 
other ( for ought that appears ) muſt have recourſe to other Topicks, 
than thoſe of the Bible; but we inſiſt upon a Divine Appointment of 
every ſuch Office or Practice in the Church and Worſhip of GOD, as 
depends on the poſitive Will of the Lawgiver, or we are bound in 
Fidelity to our Charge to reject it. Why did GOD manifeſt his ter- 

rible Diſpleaſure in making a breach upon Uzzah, when they carried 

the Ark upon a Cart? but becauſe (as David faith *.) they ſought Him 

not after a due Order; becauſe when the Princes made their Offerings 

at the Dedication of the Tabernacle of Waggons and Oxen, there were 
no Waggons aſſigned to the Sons of Kohath, who had the Charge 
of the Ark, and were to bear it upon their Shoulders . The trueCauſe 
of GOD's Anger fo fearſully diſcover*d on that Occaſion, was their 
uſing Means for carrying the Ark, which he had not appointed; and 
in many other Inſtances he has ſhewn himſelf a jealous GOD with re- 
ſpe to his Inſtitutions. ¶ It cannot be a Thing unknown, that the 
Cauſe which bro*t our pious Forefathers over into this Land was the 
Religion of the Second Commandment, which in it's general Mean- 
ing requires the Ordinances to-obſerved '** pure and entire and for- 
bids whatever is not appointed in the Word of GOD ”. As to 
the Poſitives of Religion, it is not enough to plead in behalf of ſuch an 
Office, or religious Rite or Uſage, that it is not forbidden, or condem- 
ned in the Word of GOD ; for if it be not appointed or preſeribed 
therein, we ought not to conmve at it as a Thing of a good Meaning 
or Tendency ; but our Loyalty to the ſecond Commandment requires 
us to reject it: *Tis obſerv'd of the Oracle that deliver d the Ten 
Commandments from Mount Sinai, with à great Voice, that it added 
#0 more. Which ſhould be confider*d as a Document to us to obſerve 
our Stops, where the Oracle ceaſes to fpeak, to reſt content with 


what is preſcrib'd ; and, to add no more, what is mere chan the Wiſ- 


dom and Authority of GOD has warranted in the Holy Seriptures, is 
ſuperfluous and ſuperſtitious : As therefore when the Apoſtle left Tiras 
in Crete, 10 ſet in order the Things that were wanting, it was for his 
end, that he ſhould ordain Elders in every City. So having Elders 
or Goſpel Paſtors regularly ordain'd in every City, Town, or Church 
we have what is wanting, ſupply'd, and all that is wanting in the 
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divine Eſtimate for the well-ordering and Edification of the Church *. 


Ds that theſe Itinerant Preachers, we are ſpeaking of, where there are 


ſuch eſtabliſhed: Officers (to paſs a Judgment agreable to the Tenor of 
the Divine Oracles ) are neither needful nor lawful. } The extenſive 
Commiſſion to the Apoſtles, Go, teach all Nations, Sc. is in vain 


alledged in this Caſe, unleſs by or in behalf of thoſe who ſhall appear 


turniſhed with Apoſtolical Powers in the ſame Extent ; otherwiſe it 
were unlawful to confine any Miniſter to a particular Charge, for by 
a Commiſſion all Men underſtand more than a bare Permiſſion, even 
a Command; but we all well know, that tho* the ordinary Miniſters 
of the Goſpel have their Commiſſion originally founded on that. given 
to the Apoſtles, yet have they it alſo limited by Apoſtolical Authority, 
for we are all built both Miniſters and Churches on the Foundation of 
#he Apoſtles, &c. but not to proceed on this Head: — — As to the 
admitting Perſons to the Office of the Miniſtry by Ordination to a 
ſtated Charge, we have that Divine Canon for our Direction, 2 Tim. 
2 2. The Things that thou haſt heard of me among manyWitneſſes, the 
ſame; commit thou to faithful Men, who ſball be able to teach others 
Ao. Whence I ſhall infer theſe Two Things, Firſt, Thoſe therefore 


who are not able to teach others, and conſequently cannot be faithful, 


ought not to have this ſacred Truſt committed to them, which excludes 


Uliterate (thoꝰ gifted) Brethren from the ſacred Office of the Miniſtry. 


Again, tho*!Men' be ever ſo well qualified for the Miniſtry, faithful 
Men, and able to teach; others, yet they muſt have it regularly and 


authoritatively committed to them, before they can lawfully undertake 


the Diſcharge of it, which ſhould be a Check to bold Intruders, to 
them that take this Honour to themſelves, and run before they are ſent. 
Thus, having ſhewed what it is which this ſolemn Truſt obliges us 
to; in ſome principal Heads of Duty; I ſhould now proceed to re- 


al { preſent our Obligations to the ſaithful Diſcharge of it, but that J 


doubt I have too much wearied your Patience already; let me but 
bhriefly ſuggeſt a few; Conſiderations. The Nature of this Truſt in- 


| | fers an Obligation to Faithfulneſs, it has been regularly committed to 


zus, and we have not been forc'd (tho? calld) but have conſented of our 
,own Accord to take it upon us: How much Guilt and Diſhonour 
Mall we fall under, if we be not found Faithful? | 


Again, Conſider - who it is that has committed this Truſt to us, 
whoſe Honour is concern'd in the Diſcharge of it, and to whom we 


are ,accountable for our Improvement, even our great Lord and 
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Maſter'Jesvs CHRIST, who has put a great Honour upon us, in call- 
ing and putting us into the Miniſtry, whereby we have peculiar 
Advantages above other Men for promoting his Honour and 
Glory. — And he will account Himſelf honour'd by our Fidelity, 
whatever our Succeſs be. — And if we be found faithful, hο Ifraet 
be not gatherd, yet we ſhall be glorious in his Eyes. — *Tis to Him 
we mult give an Account how we have diſcharg'd this Truſt, and he 
is an Omniſcient Judge; His Eye perpetually obſerves our whole 
Conduct; he would have a!l his Churches and Miniſters to know that it 
is He that /earches the Hearts and the Reins to give unto every one 
according to their Works. O what ſingular Care, what Circumſpecti- 
on and Vigilance is requiſite to approve our ſelves to his Ac- 
ceptance Conſider further, the Importance of this Truſt, 
and the important Conſequences of our Fidelity herein, with reſpect 
to our own Souls, and the Souls of others, and the Intereſts of GOD's 
Kingdom in the World. The Salvation and Welfare of the precious 
immortal Souls committed to our Charge depends upon it, in the 
Nature of Means. — And hereby we are to conſult the Benefit of 
Poſterity, as we are greatly indebted to the Goodneſs of GOD for 
the Zeal and Faithfulneſs of our pious Predeceſſors, thro* whoſe 
Hands the Doctrines of the Divine Oracles have been tranſmitted to 
us in their purity, ſo we are obliged both in Gratitude and Faithfulneſs 
to hand them down as a ſacred Depaſitum, pure and uncorrupt to 
thoſe that come after us. Conſider alſo, that our Fidelity to our 
Charge will be our Honour and Comfort in Life and Death, and af- 
ford a more ſolid Pleaſure in a Senſe of Divine Approbation than all 
the Applauſes of the Great and of the Many. This was the great 
Apoſtle s Comfort under Apprehenſions of his approaching Depar- 
ture „ I have kept the Faith, kept it as a Truſt. 
ſhallhave finiſhed our Teſtimony, the Glory and Joy reſerv'd as the 
Reward of our Integrity, will be great beyond Expreſſion or Concep- 
tion, the Commendation of our LoxD ( with the Acclamations and 
Applauſes of holy Angels) Well done, good and faithful Servant | 
A.Crown of Righteouſneſs : A Crown of Life : A Garland of immor- 
tal Honour and Joy, w which he has promiſed to them that are faithful 
unto Death *. Theſe are very great and weighty Arguments; let us 
conduct ourſelves in our Charge under the habitual Influence of them. 
Let me but add, TheOrarles of GOD being in ſo ſolemn and ſpecial 
a Manner Dorn to our Truſt, ſhould be conſidered and impre- 
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ved as a Foundation of Union among ourſelves, and a powerful and 
perſwaſive Argument to it. If the Apoſtle improves it as a Ground 

and Motive to Unity among all Chriſtians that there is one Faith *, 
ti. e. one Rule of Faith, in which all profeſs to agree, how much more 
mould it be fo to all Goſpel Minifters, who have a joint Intereſt in 
this one Faith, as being in a more peculiar Manner committed unto 
them. And let this one Faitb, once delivered unto the Saints, ſuffice, 
as a Foundation of Union [ both Chriſtian and Miniſterial ] other 
Foundation can noMan lay. If we be not ſo happy as to have the ſame 
Sentiments in all Things, as it appears too plainly we are not, in the 
preſent troubled State of Religion in our Churches, yet I am perſwad- 
ed, we are all agreed in the great and ſubſtantial Verities of the Ora- 
cles of GOD, and if ſo, then the Things in which it is poſſible for us 
to differ, are but comparatively light and inconfiderable ; and our 
Agreement in all the weightier Points ſhould ſwallow up leſſer Differ- 
ences, and teach us mutual Forbearance ; yea, even this mutual For- 
bearance, 1s one of the-greater Things in which, I truſt, we are all 
agreed, an eminent Branch of the great Law of Love our LORD 
has injoin'd on all his Diſciples ; and let this cauſe all Diſtances and 
Alienations to ceaſe, and ſuppreſs all bitterneſs of Zeal, and prevent 
its breaking out into open Conteſts and Oppoſitions. 
I beſeech you, Fathers and Brethren, in the Bowels of our Lord 
Jesvs, let no dividing Schemes or diſtinction of Parties obtain among 
us; our Union will be our Glory andStrength ; we all need one ano- 
thers Strength and Gifts and Graces united in our Defence againſt the 
common Danger, eſpecially under the preſent uncommon Difficulties 
= that attend our religious Affairs. It is ſcarce to be conceiv*d what 
S Detriment-acrews to Religion, what a ſtumbling to the Weak, what 
an hardning to the Secure and Profane, what an Advantage to our 
common Adverſary for ſtrengthning the Cauſe of Infidelity and Vice, 
and what aScandal to our ChriſtianProfeſſion, ariſes from theDiſagree- 
ment- of its Miniſters. O let us be Examples to our People of thoſe 
glorious Chriſtian Virtues of Meekneſs and Longſuffering, forbearing 
one another in Love, in order to our keeping the Unity of the Spirit 
in the Bond of Peace. 
= My laſt Inference is, If the Divine Oracles are the chief Advantage 
aud Prerogative of a People, How-gloomy and ſad is the Condition of 
© ſuch People as are fitting in Darkneſs for want of this heavenly Light, 
= to whom a ſovereign GOD has denied this Privilege? This is the 
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State of the Heathen Nations at this Day, and ( in a great Degree) of 
many Nations that go under the Name of Chriſtians : And ho great 
ly is it to be pitied! [And how earneſtly ſhould we pray toGOD, that 
He would ſend out his Light and his Truth, and remove the Vail of 
Ignorance and Prejudice, Errors and Superſtitions which has over- 


ſpread ſo great a Part of Mankind, that his Word may every where 


run and be glorified ? And that out of an heartyZeal for the Advance- 


ment of the REpztMEr's Kingdom, and out of a compaſſionate: - 
Concern for the Welfare of our periſhing Fellow-Creatures. ] And 
very near to the State of Heathens is that of thoſe in the dark Parts of 
the Land, many of whom it is to be feared have not ſo much as the 
Bible among them; or if they have it inPoſſeſſion, yet it can't be ſaid 
that they have the Oracles of GOD in their proper inſtituted Diſpen- 
ſation committed to them, for want of a ſound Goſpel-Mini to 


teach the Knowledge of them: But the Bible is to them either a ſealed 


Book to their ignorant bewildred Minds, or neglected thfo* the Diſ- 
affection of their carnal worldly Minds to its holy & ſpiritual Truths, or 
perverted through the Influence of the grand Seducer to lead them into 
pernieious Errors and Deluſions. And ſince it is the Deſign of the 
charitable Collections this Day, to encourage and promote the Preach- 
ing of the Goſpel to ſuch poor ignorant People, and a noble Chriſtian 
Defign it is: Let the Argument we have been diſcourſing, furniſſr out 


a Motive to our Liberality ; for if we know how to value our own 


Happineſs in having the Oracles of GOD committed to us in the mi- 
niſterial Diſpenſation of them, as the greateſt under Heaven, or have 
found the Benefit of them to our own Souls, Can we look upon our 
unhappy Fellow-Creatures, who want theſe Advantages, without 
having our Chriſtian Bowels moved towards them ? Or, without 
contributing what lies in our Power, -by our Prayers and Endeavours, 
and by a generous Diſtribution of our outward Subſtance for their 
Let this great Privilege of Scripture-Revelation which we enjoy, be 
improved to the Ends of practical Religion and Holineſs : For what 
is the chief End of the Scriptures, but to direct us in the Way of true 
Holineſs to everlaſting Happineſs ? And what will it profit us if 
we fail of this End? What will our having the Scriptures and Miniſtry 
avail us? Of what Advantage will they be to us above meerHeathens, 
if we live like them in Ignorance and Wickedneſs? If we do not 
ſtudy to anſwer the Deſign of GOD in them, they will be ſo far from 
being an Advantage, that they will but ſerve to heighten our Guilt 
and Condemnation above theirs: Therefore as the Apoſtle _— 
8 


Relief? But to conclude all, 
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Jews Preheminence above the Gentiles to conſiſt in this, that the 
Oracles of GOD were committed to them; ſo he declares in the fore- 
going Chapter, the impartial Juſtice of GOD will obſerve this equitable: 
Proportion in the Infliction of Puniſhment on evil Doers, that he will 
render Vengeance to the Few (the wicked Jew ) firſt (chiefly). and alſo 
Io the Gentile ', So I may ſay, — To the wicked Chriſtian frf,. and 
> alſo to the Infidel : And may I not further add this awful Remark ? 
Io the ungodly Miniſter it, who is peculiarly intruſted with theſe 
holy Oracles, and alſo to the ungodly Hearer ! O let us all then, 
both Miniſters and Hearers, in reading and ſtudying the Scriptures, 
in preaching and hearing the Word, always have this great Deſign in 
View, even that our Tempers and Lives may be more and more con- 
form'd to the heavenly Light and Purity of this ſacred Revelation, 
that while with unvailed face, we behold as in a Glaſs the Glory of 
the LORD, we may be changed into the ſame Image, from Glory to 
Glory, from Glory as the Cauſe, to Glory as the Effect, that from be 
Glory of the LORD (which we behold in the Light of the Spirit, ſhi- 
ning in the Scripture Revelation of the New-Teſtament) we may be 
changed into a glorious Similitude thereunto in our own Souls, as 
Moſes from the Glory of the LORD, which he beheld (with open. 
Face) on the Mount, receiv'd the likeneſs of a viſible Glory impreſs'd 
on his Countenance, which was vail'd to the Children of 1/ael, but 
this Vail is now done away in CHRIST. Let us heartily Labour 
and Pray that our Knowledge of the Divine Oracles may have this 
glorious transforming Efficacy on our Hearts and Lives: Let us 
yield up ourſelves to be guided in this World, by the unerring Coun- 
ſels and Directions therein given us of GOD, in aſſured Hope that he 
will afterward receive us to the Glory of his heavenly * 
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